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Welcome
Independent Facilitation Team
Kevin Murray, Iain MacPherson, Emma Churchyard

David Wood

Housekeeping
This event scheduled to run for up to 1.5 hours
There will be plenty of opportunities for discussion
It will not be recorded, nor notes taken
We ask you to switch off video and microphone during presentations
Please use chat function for feedback and questions

Today’s Agenda
• Introduction
• NPF4 Background
• Sustainable Places Context
• Two Small Group Discussions
• Plenary Discussion

Sharing diverse
viewpoints

• NPF4 Responding to the Formal Consultation
• Next Steps & Feedback Forms

Ground Rules
• Session about informing & supporting draft NPF4 responses
• Purpose to assist responses to formal consultation
• Comments made do not constitute formal responses
• Share your diverse local & sectoral knowledge
• Listen to other perspectives, be collaborative
• Focus on themes at National Planning Framework level

Sustainable Places
NPF4 Background

NPF4 | Process
January – April 2020
November 2020
2021

Call for Ideas
Position Statement
Analysis of Responses and preparing
Draft NPF4
November 2021 – March 2022 Draft NPF4 laid in Parliament
Formal consultation on Draft NPF4
April 2022
Analysis of formal responses
Summer 2022
Approval and adoption expected
(subject to Parliament process)

NPF4 | Why is it going to be so important?
• Contains national planning policies
• Will be part of the Development Plan
• Key factor in deciding planning applications
• Sets targets for the use of land for housing
• National Developments
• Integration of policy delivery

National Spatial Strategy
• Our spatial strategy is a
shared vision that will
guide future development
in a way which reflects our
overarching spatial
principles.
• Each part of Scotland can
contribute to realising this
shared vision.

National Developments

Draft NPF4 Shared Vision
The national spatial strategy sets out a shared vision where each part
of Scotland can be planned and developed to create:
Sustainable places
where we reduce emissions, restore and better
connect biodiversity
Liveable places
where we can live better, healthier lives
Productive places
where we have a greener, fairer and more
inclusive wellbeing economy
Distinctive places
where we recognise and work with our assets

Spatial Principles
Underpinning the national spatial
strategy are a series of spatial principles:
• compact growth
• local living
• balanced development
• conserving and recycling assets
• urban and rural synergy
• just transition

Sustainable Places
Context
Small Group Discussions
Plenary Discussion

Sustainable Places
“Our future net zero, nature-positive places
will be more resilient to the impacts of
climate change and support the recovery and
restoration of our natural environment.”

Q22: Do you agree that addressing climate change and nature recovery should be the primary guiding principles
for all our plans and planning decisions?

Sustainable Places
“To achieve a net zero, nature-positive Scotland, we must rebalance our planning system so that climate
change and nature recovery are the primary guiding principles for all our plans and all our decisions.”
Policy 1: Plan-led approach to sustainable development
Key policy points:
• All local development plans (LDPs) should manage the use and development of land in the
long term public interest.
• LDPs 'should seek to align with' Scotland’s National Outcomes and UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

Q23: Do you agree with this policy approach?

Sustainable Places
“To achieve a net zero, nature-positive Scotland, we must rebalance our planning system so that climate
change and nature recovery are the primary guiding principles for all our plans and all our decisions".
Policy 2: Climate emergency
Key policy points:
• Decisions around development proposals should have 'significant weight…given to the Global
Climate Emergency'.
• Emissions generation – significant generation by a proposal, or in combination with other
proposals, allocations or consented... not to be supported, unless demonstrated they are
minimised as far as viability allows.
• Emissions reduction – scale of contribution to emissions reduction targets should be considered.
• New or alterations to buildings and infrastructure should be adaptable to future climate impacts.
Q24: Do you agree that this policy will ensure the planning system takes account of the need to address the
climate emergency?

Sustainable Places
“To achieve a net zero, nature-positive Scotland, we must rebalance our planning system so that climate
change and nature recovery are the primary guiding principles for all our plans and all our decisions.”
Policy 3: Nature crisis
Key policy points:
• LDPs should facilitate biodiversity enhancement, nature recovery and nature restoration –
through nature networks, new habitat, restoration of degraded habitats, measures to increase
priority species.
• Development proposals should contribute to biodiversity enhancement
• 'Adverse impacts of development proposals on biodiversity, nature networks and the natural
environment should be minimised'.
• ‘National, major and of EIA development or development for which an Appropriate Assessment is
required’ should only be supported if it conserves and enhances biodiversity.
Q25: Do you agree that this policy will ensure that the planning system takes account of the need to address
the nature crisis?

Group Discussion 1
In groups of 5-6 please discuss the following policy themes for 20 minutes:
What are the merits? Is there anything missing?
Policy 1: Plan-led approach to sustainable development
Policy 2: Climate emergency
Policy 3: Nature crisis

Please feed back your headlines from each group discussion in the chat.

Sustainable Places
“To achieve a net zero, nature-positive Scotland, we must rebalance our planning system so that climate
change and nature recovery are the primary guiding principles for all our plans and all our decisions.”
Policy 4: Human rights and equality
Key policy points:
• 'Planning should respect, protect and fulfil human rights, seek to eliminate discrimination and
promote equality.'
• 'Planning authorities, applicants, key agencies and communities have a responsibility to
consult and engage others collaboratively, meaningfully and proportionately.'
• Engagement should be early; collaborative; meaningful and proportionate.

Q26: Do you agree that this policy effectively addresses the need for planning to respect, protect and fulfil
human rights, seek to eliminate discrimination and promote equality?

Sustainable Places
“To achieve a net zero, nature-positive Scotland, we must rebalance our planning system so that climate
change and nature recovery are the primary guiding principles for all our plans and all our decisions.”
Policy 5: Community wealth building
Key policy points:
• LDPs should address community wealth-building with a 'people-centred approach to local
economic development.'
• Spatial strategies should support community wealth building, tackle economic inequalities and
add social value.
• 'Proposals for development within the categories of national developments and major
developments should contribute to community wealth building objectives.'

Q27: Do you agree that planning policy should support community wealth building, and does this policy deliver
this?

Sustainable Places
“To achieve a net zero, nature-positive Scotland, we must rebalance our planning system so that climate
change and nature recovery are the primary guiding principles for all our plans and all our decisions.”
Policy 6: Design, quality and place
Policy points:
• 'Development proposals should be designed to a high quality so that the scale and nature of the
development contributes positively to the character and sense of place of the area in which they
are to be located.'
• Proposals should incorporate guidance from: Designing Streets, Creating Places, New Design in
Historic Settings, plus planning authority design guidance and from statutory consultees.
• Design-led and inclusive approaches to producing development proposals is encouraged.
• 'Demonstrate how the six qualities of successful places have been incorporated.'
Q28: Do you agree that this policy will enable the planning system to promote design, quality and place?

Sustainable Places
The Six Qualities of Successful Places

1.

Designed for lifelong health and wellbeing: supporting safety and improving mental and
physical health.

2.

Safe and pleasant: supporting safe, pleasant and welcoming natural and built spaces.

3.

Well connected and easy to move around: supporting networks of all scales.

4.

Distinctive: supporting attention to local architectural styles and natural landscapes.

5.

Sustainable: supporting net zero, nature-positive, and climate-resilient places.

6.

Adaptable: supporting commitment to investing in the long-term value of buildings, streets
and spaces.

Group Discussion 2
In groups of 5-6 please discuss the following policy themes for 15 minutes:
What are the merits? Is there anything missing?
Policy 4: Human rights and equality
Policy 5: Community wealth building
Policy 6: Design, quality and place
Six Qualities of Successful Places

Please feed back your headlines from each group discussion in the chat.

Plenary Discussion

Put your top 3 headlines into chat

Draft NPF4
Responding to the Formal
Consultation

Responding to the Formal Consultation
• Use Scottish Government Citizen’s Space
consultation portal
• Don’t need to answer every question
• Explain what you support or gives you
concern - and why
• Please make clear, focused points
• Please refer to specific policy or plan
• If appropriate - try to arrange a group
discussion to inform response
Citizen’s Space portal

Responding to the Formal Consultation
• Click here to access
consultation portal when
you receive your post-event
email
• Deadline 31st March
please give yourself plenty
time to respond
Consultation Overview

Consultation Portal

NPF4
Next Steps

Programme of Events

NPF4 Next Steps
• Events until 10th March
• Your responses by 31st March
• Analysis of responses in April 2022
• Approval and adoption expected Summer 2022
(subject to Parliament process)

Thank you
We are keen to receive your feedback
about these NPF4 events.
Please use link in the chat or our post-event email
to click here to provide feedback.

