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Housekeeping

This event scheduled to run for up to 1.5 hours

There will be plenty of opportunities for discussion

It will not be recorded, nor notes taken

We ask you to switch off video and microphone during presentations

Please use chat function for feedback and questions



Today’s Agenda
• Introduction

• NPF4 Background

• Distinctive Places Context 

• Two Small Group Discussions

• Plenary Discussion

• NPF4 Responding to the Formal Consultation

• Next Steps & Feedback Forms

Sharing diverse 
viewpoints 



• Session about informing & supporting draft NPF4 responses

• Purpose to assist responses to formal consultation

• Comments made do not constitute formal responses

• Share your diverse local & sectoral knowledge

• Listen to other perspectives, be collaborative

• Focus on themes at National Planning Framework level

Ground Rules



Distinctive Places
NPF4 Background



NPF4 | Process

January – April 2020 Call for Ideas
November 2020 Position Statement
2021 Analysis of Responses and preparing 

Draft NPF4
November 2021 – March 2022 Draft NPF4 laid in Parliament

Formal consultation on Draft NPF4
April 2022 Analysis of formal responses
Summer 2022 Approval and adoption expected

(subject to Parliament process)



NPF4 | Why is it going to be so important?

• Contains national planning policies
• Will be part of the Development Plan
• Key factor in deciding planning applications
• Sets targets for the use of land for housing
• National Developments
• Integration of policy delivery



National Spatial Strategy

• Our spatial strategy is a 
shared vision that will 
guide future development 
in a way which reflects our 
overarching spatial 
principles. 

• Each part of Scotland can 
contribute to realising this 
shared vision.



National Developments

• Clyde Mission
• Aberdeen Harbour
• Dundee Waterfront
• Edinburgh Waterfront
• Stranraer Gateway



Draft NPF4 Shared Vision
The national spatial strategy sets out a shared vision where each part 
of Scotland can be planned and developed to create:

Sustainable places
where we reduce emissions, restore and better 
connect biodiversity

Liveable places
where we can live better, healthier lives

Productive places
where we have a greener, fairer and more 
inclusive wellbeing economy

Distinctive places
where we recognise and work with our assets



Spatial Principles

Underpinning the national spatial 
strategy are a series of spatial principles:
• compact growth
• local living
• balanced development
• conserving and recycling assets
• urban and rural synergy
• just transition



Distinctive Places
Context
Small Group Discussions
Plenary Discussion



Distinctive Places
“Our future places will be distinctive, 
safe and pleasant, easy to move 
around, welcoming, nature-positive 
and resource efficient.”



“We want our places to support low carbon, healthier urban living.”

City, Town, Local & Commercial Centres

Q45: Do you agree that these policies will ensure Scotland’s places will support low carbon urban living?

Policy 24: Centres Policy 26: Town centre first assessment

Policy 25: Retail Policy 27: Town centre living

Discussion areas:

• City and town centres facing economic, environmental and societal challenges – long term trend. 
• Supporting adaptation towards “vibrant, healthier, creative, enterprising, accessible and resilient 

places” – role of mixed use, place-based and 20 minute neighbourhood strategies.

• Town centre first – edge and out of town retail NOT supported.
• How to direct development to sustainable, accessible locations with easy access to goods and 

services?



“We want to protect and enhance our historic environment, and to support the reuse of 
redundant or neglected historic buildings.”

Historic Assets & Places

Q46: Do you agree that this policy will protect and enhance our historic environment, and support the reuse of
redundant or neglected historic buildings?

Policy 28: Historic assets and places

Discussion areas:
• Historic environment plays role in character, belonging and cultural identity – supporting tourist 

and visitor economies.
• Planning system should protect and enhance historic assets – recognising wide benefits in social, 

environmental, economic and cultural value.

• Role of LDPs – evidence, protection/enhancement status, impact.



“We want to increase the density of our settlements, restore nature and promote local 
living by limiting urban expansion and using the land around our towns and cities wisely”

Urban Edges & Green Belt

Q47: Do you agree that this policy will increase the density of our settlements, restore nature and promote 
local living by limiting urban expansion and using the land around our towns and cities wisely?

Policy 29: Urban Edges

Discussion areas:
• Do green belts help direct growth to most suitable, sustainable locations?

• Role in preserving character, natural setting and landscape, and providing access to greenspace 
for settlements.

• Green belt not necessary for all settlements, with other policy tools available to direct 
development to right locations.



“We want to proactively enable the reuse of vacant and derelict land and buildings.”

Vacant and Derelict Land & Empty Buildings

Q48: Do you agree that this policy will help to proactively enable the reuse of vacant and derelict land and 
buildings?

Policy 30: Vacant and Derelict Land

Discussion areas:
• Reuse of vacant land for climate benefits, health and wellbeing, community resilience.

• Reuse of vacant buildings for housing or business brings productivity and limits need for urban 
expansion. 

• Temporary uses to be supported where permanent development not taking place in short-term.



City, Town, Local & Commercial Centres (Policies 24, 25, 26, 27)
Historic Assets & Places (Policy 28)
Urban Edges (Policy 29)
Vacant and Derelict Land & Empty Buildings (Policy 30)

Please feed back your headlines from each group discussion in the chat.

In groups of 5-6 please discuss the following policy themes for 15 minutes:
What are the merits? Is there anything missing?

Group Discussion 1



“We want our rural places to be vibrant and sustainable.”

Rural Places

Q49: Do you agree that this policy will ensure that rural places can be vibrant and sustainable?

Policy 31: Rural Places

Discussion areas:
• Address issues/needs unique to each area – challenges of de/repopulation and service provision.

• Diverse rural places have opportunities around natural resources for key economic sectors 
(including food & drink, energy, creative sector, life sciences and others).

• How to support, sustain and grow rural areas in hand with safeguarding natural assets, character, 
services and cultural heritage.



"We want to protect and restore natural places.”

Natural Places

Q50: Do you agree that this policy will protect and restore natural places?

Policy 32: Natural Places

Discussion areas:
• “Natural environment underpins our economy, health and wellbeing, biodiversity and climate 

resilience.”
• How should planning system protect, restore and enhance? 

• Role of Local Nature Conservation Sites & Local Landscape Areas – and native species.

• Role of nature-based solutions; active in supporting reversal of biodiversity loss. 



“We want to protect carbon rich soils and preserve and restore peat.”

Peat & Carbon Rich Soils

Q51: Do you agree that this policy protects carbon rich soils and supports the preservation and restoration of 
peatlands?

Policy 33: Soils

Discussion areas:
• Carbon sequestration and storage to play key role in achieving net zero by 2045.

• Provide essential ecosystem services – to nature, people and economy, and in climate 
adaptation.



“We want to expand woodland cover and protect existing woodland.”

Trees, Woodland & Forestry

Q52: Do you agree that this policy will expand woodland cover and protect existing woodland?

Policy 34: Trees, Woodland and Forestry

Discussion areas:
• Trees and woodlands have a critical role in achieving net zero by 2045.

• Provide essential ecosystem services – to nature, people and economy.
• Play a key role in climate change adaptation and reversing biodiversity loss.



“We want to help our coastal areas adapt to climate change and to support the sustainable 
development of coastal communities.”

.

Coasts

Q53: Do you agree that this policy will help our coastal areas adapt to climate change and support the 
sustainable development of coastal communities?

Policy 35: Coasts

Discussion areas:
• Coasts economically important – supporting sectors like tourism, outdoor activity, food & drink.

• Resilience of coastal places to impacts of climate change needs to be supported.
• Potential for nature-based solutions to protecting communities and assets should be included.



Rural Places (Policy 31)
Natural Places (Policy 32)
Peat & Carbon Rich Soils (Policy 33)
Trees, Woodland & Forestry (Policy 34)
Coasts (Policy 35)

Please feed back your headlines from each group discussion in the chat.

In groups of 5-6 please discuss the following policy themes for 15 minutes:
What are the merits? Is there anything missing?

Group Discussion 2



Plenary Discussion
Put your top 3 headlines into chat



Draft NPF4
Responding to the Formal 
Consultation



Responding to the Formal Consultation

• Use Scottish Government Citizen’s Space 
consultation portal
• Don’t need to answer every question
• Explain what you support or gives you 

concern - and why
• Please make clear, focused points
• Please refer to specific policy or plan
• If appropriate - try to arrange a group 

discussion to inform response

Citizen’s Space portal



Responding to the Formal Consultation

• Click here to access 
consultation portal when 
you receive your post-event 
email

• Deadline 31st March
please give yourself plenty 
time to respond

Consultation Overview Consultation Portal

https://consult.gov.scot/local-government-and-communities/draft-national-planning-framework-4/consultation/subpage.2016-07-07.1474135251/


NPF4
Next Steps



Programme of Events



NPF4 Next Steps

• Events until 10th March
• Your responses by 31st March
• Analysis of responses in April 2022
• Approval and adoption expected Summer 2022 

(subject to Parliament process)



Thank you
We are keen to receive your feedback

about these NPF4 events.

Please use link in the chat or our post-event email 
to click here to provide feedback.

https://forms.office.com/r/j3yaTz0s5G

