This self-read presentation
provides an overview of a draft of
the fourth National Planning
Framework (NPF4) that is
currently out for consultation.
The NPF4 is a long term plan
which sets out an approach to
planning and development that
will help to achieve a net zero,
sustainable Scotland by 2045.
Comments are invited on the
draft and it would be helpful if
responses to the consultation
questions could be provided to
the Scottish Government’s
citizenspace platform by the
end of March 2022.
A package of supporting
information and other resources
is available on our webpage at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

The current National Planning
Framework (NPF3) and Scottish
Planning Policy (SPP) set national
policy on Scottish planning
matters and will remain in place
until the fourth NPF (NPF4) is
adopted, which is expected to be
in the summer of 2022.
For the first time this NPF4 will
incorporate Scottish Planning
Policy and, once adopted, will
form part of the Development
Plan (along with Local
Development Plans). NPF4 will
therefore have a significant
bearing on planning decisions.

NPF3

NPF4 will provide the spatial and
policy context to help support a
plan-led system that provides
support to communities and
confidence to future investment.

An extensive and collaborative
process has helped to inform the
development of the draft NPF4.
From early 2020 initial views
were sought through a Call-forIdeas.
Following this, a Position
Statement was published in
November 2020 which reflected
on the Call-for-Ideas and set out
thinking on potential policy
changes.
Further comment was invited on
the Position Statement content to
inform the draft NPF4.
A fuller description of the process
to develop the NPF4 is available
on our webpage at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

The NPF4 consultation draft
comprises five parts:
Part 1 - National Spatial Strategy
Part 2 - National Developments
Part 3 - National Planning Policy
Part 4 - Delivery section
Part 5 - Annexes
The following pages provide a
brief description of each of the
five parts.
We recognise the draft contains a
lot of information so individual
sections are available to read
separately from our webpage at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

Part 1 - National Spatial Strategy
(page 1 of 2)
The strategy seeks to achieve:

SPATIAL PRINCIPLES

Sustainable places – where
we reduce emissions and restore
and better connect biodiversity.
Liveable places - where we
live better, healthier lives.
Productive places - where
we have a greener, fairer and
inclusive wellbeing economy.
Distinctive places - where we
work with our assets.
Six spatial principles are set out
and key spatial considerations are
shown in the strategy map.
More information is available at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

Part 1 - National Spatial Strategy /
Regional Focus Areas (page 2 of 2)
The national spatial strategy also
describes five focus areas with
specific actions, identified as
result of collaborative efforts to
prepare early indicative Regional
Spatial Strategies.
The review of the NPF presented
an opportunity to think about
how a new duty to prepare
Regional Spatial Strategies might
happen in practice. This work has
helped to inform the preparation
of NPF4 so that strategic priorities
can be built into the emerging
statutory development plan.

Further detail about each of the
five focus areas and associated
actions is available in the
consultation draft and also at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

Part 2 - National Developments
National developments are
significant developments of
national importance that will
help to deliver the national
spatial strategy. These range from
single large scale projects or
collections of smaller proposals.
Designation means that the
principle of the development
does not need to be agreed
in later consenting processes thus
providing more certainty.
Appropriate consents and
associated impact assessments
are still undertaken in line with
statutory obligations. Further
information about national
developments can be found at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

Part 3 - National Planning Policy
A Policy Handbook sets out
refreshed Scottish Planning
Policy in relation to the four
policy themes.
The policies for the development
and use of land are to be applied
in the preparation of local
development plans; local place
plans; masterplans and briefs;
and, determining the range of
planning consents.
The Policy Handbook should be
read as a whole, and all relevant
policies applied to applications.
Further information on the
national planning policies is
available at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

Part 4 - Delivery section

KEY DELIVERY MECHANISMS:
Aligning Resources and Strategies
An Infrastructure First Approach

Delivering National Developments
Development Plan Strategy and Policy
Regional Spatial Strategies

Local Place Plans
Planning Obligations
Land Assembly
Masterplan Consent Areas
Investing in the Planning Service
Monitoring

This section provides an outline
of how NPF4 will be delivered.
An emphasis on delivering
improved outcomes will require
collaborative action from public
and private sectors along with
wider communities.
Actions will range across different
scales. It will be important to
focus implementation and
monitoring on delivering strategic
actions and key developments.
The delivery section will be
developed into a standalone, live
delivery programme once NPF4
has been approved and adopted.
Further information is available:
www.transformingplanning.scot.

The NPF4 describes how development will contribute to six

specific outcomes:

(a) meeting the housing

needs of people living in Scotland including, in
particular, the housing needs for older people and disabled
people,

(b) improving the health and wellbeing of people living in Scotland,
(c) increasing the population

(d) improving

of rural areas of Scotland,

equality and eliminating discrimination,

(e) meeting any targets relating to the reduction

of emissions of

greenhouse gases, within the meaning of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009,
contained in or set by virtue of that Act, and
(f) securing positive

effects for biodiversity.

Part 5 – Annexes
The Annex provides information
on how the NPF4 will contribute
to six specific outcomes identified
in Section 3A(3)(c) of the Town
and Country Planning (Scotland)
Act 1997.
The Annex also sets out the
Minimum All-Tenure Housing
Land Requirement (MATHLR) for
Scottish planning authorities.
A Glossary of definitions is also
included in the Annex.
A series of impact assessments
will also be provided.
More information is available at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

We hope you have found this
self-read presentation helpful.
Responses are being invited to a
series of consultation questions
and we hope you will be able to
provide your thoughts and
comments on the draft NPF4 to
citizenspace by the end of
March 2022.

More information and further
resource material is available at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

