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Introduction

– Not a comprehensive review

– Approaches and options are not mutually exclusive

– Many options can be tailored through the LDP



1.  Policy based approach

– SPP 2014

“seek benefits for biodiversity from new development 
where possible” (para 194)

– England’s NPPF 2019

“Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and 
enhance the natural and local environment by: …..

(d) minimising impacts on and providing net gains for 
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 
networks …” (para 170)

– Aberdeen proposed LDP 2020

“For all development proposals, the following is required:  A 
thorough assessment of all natural heritage assets which 
may be impacted which includes: ….

• provision to achieve overall biodiversity gains for the site 
…”



2.  Standards based approach

a) Universal obligation

eg:  housing development will incorporate 
swift bricks in all buildings and X% of semi-
natural grassland 

b) Quantitative minimum standard

eg:  Malmo green points

eg: Green space factor



Malmo Green Points scheme options 

1 A bird box for every apartment 

2 A biotope for specified insects in the courtyard (water striders and other aquatic insects in the 
pond) 

3 Bat boxes in the courtyard 

4 No surfaces in the courtyard are sealed, and all surfaces are permeable to water 

5 All non-paved surfaces within the courtyard have sufficient soil depth and quality for growing 
vegetables 

6 The courtyard includes a rustic garden with different sections 

7 All walls, where possible, are covered with climbing plants 

8 There is 1 square metre of pond area for every 5 square metres of hard-surface area in the 
courtyard 

9 The vegetation in the courtyard is selected to be nectar rich and provide a variety of food for 
butterflies (a so-called ‘butterfly restaurant’) 

10 No more than five trees or shrubs of the same species 

11 The biotopes within the courtyard are all designed to be moist 

12 The biotopes within the courtyard are all designed to be dry 

13 The biotopes within the courtyard are all designed to be semi-natural 

14 ……….. 

 



Source: Green Infrastructure Consultancy
https://greeninfrastructureconsultancy.com
/green-infrastructure-factor/

Green space 
factor

https://greeninfrastructureconsultancy.com/green-infrastructure-factor/


c) Qualitative standard

Building with Nature

GOOD Accreditation EXCELLENT Accreditation

Wildlife 

Standards

(WILD)

1. Green infrastructure delivers 

biodiversity net gain by avoiding, 

mitigating, and compensating for 

impacts on existing biodiversity, 

and where possible restores, 

creates and enhances biodiversity 

within the boundary of the 

scheme. Provision has been 

made for on-going monitoring and 

remediation.

2. Green infrastructure features 

ensure linkages between habitats 

within the boundary of the 

scheme.

3. Green infrastructure delivers key 

measures that contribute to the 

target conservation status of key 

species.

4.  Green infrastructure includes 

ecological features around and 

within the built environment. 

5.  Green infrastructure is effectively 

connected to ecological features 

beyond the boundary of the 

scheme and plays a role in 

restoring and sustaining wider 

ecological networks.

6.  The scheme secures biodiversity 

measures in all stages of 

implementation and in the case of 

phased development schemes, 

across multiple phases of 

development.



eg: Berkeley Homes 



3.  Formulae based approach

Metric

Simple                                                                     Complex





4.  Off-site offsetting

eg: Scottish Borders Council

“Any development that could impact on local biodiversity 
through impacts on habitats and species should: ….

c) compensate to ensure no net loss of biodiversity through 
use of biodiversity offsets as appropriate; …”



eg:  Germany’s Eco-points



“The selected approach should 
provide the certainty, clarity, 
consistency and confidence sought 
by planners and the development 
sector.” (para 5.7)


