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Woodland and Forestry Strategies

• Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Act 2018
• 50-year vision for Scotland’s forests and woodlands, and 

10-year framework for action
• Expanding the area of forests and woodlands, recognising 

wider land-use objectives
• 12,000 ha/yr rising to 15,000ha/yr from 2024/25
• Supported through NPF3 (and 4)
• Subject to SPP’s relating to protection, enhancement, 

planting and felling and, Control of Woodland Removal
• SPP suggests preparation of local forestry and woodland 

strategies according to “Right Tree in the Right place”



Regional Land Use Partnerships

• Following Scottish Government’s Place Principle (collaborative)
• Delivery of Regional Land Use Frameworks - grouped LAs’ 

boundaries
• 12-15 partnerships – urban and rural – cross boundary 

collaboration
• Compatible with RSS’s – relationship clarity in NPF4
• Public body, sectoral and community RLUF governance through 

and appointed board, overseen by national group
• In place by 2024 before next CC plan, first partnerships in 2021
• Indicative spatial plans aligned with National Performance 

Framework 



Climate Change Plan

• Focus on Green Recovery and net Zero by 2045
• £50 million to transform Vacant and Derelict Land
• £50 million to create Active Freeways
• £150 million for flood risk management
• place-based approach including 20 minute neighbourhoods
• £12 million in coastal change adaptation
• 21% land covered by forest, 18,000 ha/yr by 2024/25
• Restoration >250,000 ha of peatland, £250M over 10yrs
• By 2032, significant restoration of the natural environment



Land use strategy (3)

• Two stages; “Overarching strategic document” in March and 
delivery plan post elections. 

• Urban Planning, role in climate change mitigation and 
adaptation and potential for VDL.

• Peri-urban land use, Regional spatial Strategies, place-
making, green infrastructure 

• Fertile land use; CC Plan, pollinators, soil regeneration
• Marginal land use;  National Peatland Action Plan
• Uplands; Forestry, Onshore Wind Policy
• Semi-natural land; Peatland restoration
• Rivers and water; River Basin Management Plans
• Coastal; Blue Economy Action Plan
• Islands; National Island Plan
• Offshore; Scottish National Marine Plan



River basin management plans

• Scotland River Basin District  and separate plan for x-
border Solway/Tweed; rivers, lochs, estuaries, coastal 
waters and groundwater.

• Minimising adverse impacts from developments and 
reducing damaging modifications.

• Manage pressures on; bathing waters, drinking water, 
tourism, whisky, fisheries, urban environment, wider flora 
and fauna.

• Balancing adverse effects with sustainable resource use
• Focus on priority catchments in Central, Eastern and 

Northeast Scotland



• Protected areas (current and new)
• Continued protection of EU Natura sites (SAC’s, SPA’s)  under 

Ramsar and Bern conventions, “Emerald network”, NNR’s, SSSI’s
• Currently about 20% of Scotland’s land protected, 30% by 2030
• Local Biodiversity Action Plans (Partnerships)
• Adopted at LA level to provide guidance on local biodiversity 

spatial priorities to assist planning decisions. LNR’s. Variable.
• Agri-Environment scheme (post  CAP AECS)
• In pilot testing; environmental outcome-based, land manager –

led adapted to local situation, habitat networks. From 2024.
• Likely link with RLUF’s and LBAP’s 

Local/regional strategies/plans/protections



I hope that was useful


