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There are two ‘audiences’ for the  with distinctive but 

overlapping interests and expectations: 

 

 For the people who live and work in the area, the  provides a 

unique mechanism for engaging them in learning from and preserving their 

tangible and intangible natural and cultural heritage and strengthening their 

identity and sense of place. 

 For visitors travelling to the area, the provides an unusual cultural 

destination for them to experience the places, artefacts and activities that 

authentically represent the stories and people of the past through the area’s 

cultural, historic and natural resources. 

 

2. Proposal 
 

In the short period of time between the inception of the and 

the launch of its first phase of development, our planet’s climate crisis has escalated.  

Global heating is accelerating faster than most scientists expected and is more 

severe than anticipated, threatening natural ecosystems and the fate of humanity.  

 

Scotland was the first country to declare a climate emergency in April 2019, and 

there is now worldwide recognition that widespread behaviour change to 

sustainable lifestyles, is necessary to live within planetary ecological boundaries 

and limit heating to below 1.5 degrees. In response to the first Minister’s Statement 

that Scotland will live up to our responsibility to tackle the climate emergency, the 

Directors have agreed that their priority is to focus Phase 2 plans on 

helping local communities and visitors find ways to speed up their climate action and 

find new ways of mitigating and adapting to the changing climate.  

 

They propose to do this by establishing the as Scotland’s first Museum of 

Rapid Transition. 

 

3. What is a ‘Museum of Rapid Transition’?  
 

In a nutshell, the intention behind the concept is to show how the story of our past 

can help guide the story of our future.  

 

Engaging people with their heritage and repositories that promote that heritage, 

such as museums, has huge, currently underutilised potential to mobilise climate 

action in two primary ways:  

 

They are a knowledge & learning resource which can help: 

 

 contextualise what is happening 

 develop mitigation strategies & build adaptive capacity, strengthening 

community resilience 

 






