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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Objective 
To redefine Inverkeithing as a transport hub for walkers and cyclists and promote a sustainable active travel 
economy, recognising Inverkeithing’s unique location as a gateway from the Forth Road Bridge into and from 
the Fife Coastal Path, routes 1 and 76 of the National Cycle Network and noting the path’s close proximity to 
Ferrytoll bus station and Inverkeithing train station. To create sustainable regeneration and bring distinction and 
investment to Inverkeithing, enhancing its waterfront and access to the Fife Coastal Path for everyone. It will  
offer potential downstream benefits to Dalgety Bay, Aberdour and beyond.  

Rationale  
Over the course of 120 years three iconic bridges have been constructed over the Firth of Forth at the 
equivalent cost of billions of pounds. In combination with the rich natural splendour of the area and fascinating 
history, Inverkeithing and towns along the Fife Coastal Path are in a position to capitalise from sustainable 
tourism growth and self-discovery. 

The Forth Rail Bridge is an iconic World Heritage Site. The construction of the Queensferry Crossing has eased 
traffic on the Forth Road Bridge, further enhancing the experience of crossing it on foot or bike on dedicated 
lanes - but the benefit of this monumental investment has not been fully realised. This is because on exiting the 
Forth Road Bridge at Inverkeithing the cycle lane immediately degenerates and becomes unfit for purpose. 
Instead of Inverkeithing being a hub, linking visitors using the Forth Road Bridge and the Fife Coastal Path, the 
substandard nature of the connection deters visitors from onward exploration into Inverkeithing and beyond, 
achieving exactly the opposite to what it should.  

The 2016 document published by the Department of Transport entitled “The value of cycling: rapid evidence 
review of the economic benefits of cycling” identifies significant benefits that could be achieved by resolving 
the problem. On the following page is a graphic demonstrating how routes 1 and 76 of the National Cycle 
Network intersect in Inverkeithing along the B981, a main road. Route 76 of the National Cycle Network is 
highlighted in pink and route 1 in orange. Importantly, a potential development site is pointed out that could 
help form part of the solution.  
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Solution 

The dangerous stretch of the B981 could be successfully bypassed utilising a blend of options and by 
enhancing existing infrastructure: 

1. The site of the old paper mill could be used to incorporate a pathway across it. This would enhance the 
paper mill site as a sustainable hub, linking it to Ferrytoll Park and Ride Bus Station, the Forth Road Bridge, 
Inverkeithing train station and routes 1 and 76 of the National Cycle Network by dedicated traffic free path. It 
would connect to Inverkeithing town centre via an existing spur. This will create a sustainably integrated 
regeneration zone at the paper mill site and attract, rather than deter, visitors to and through Inverkeithing. 

2. An existing path runs parallel to the site of the old paper mill on the opposite side of a dividing wall and next 
to a disused railway line operated by Network Rail running to Rosyth dockyards. The path is substandard and 
unfit for purpose. However, it could be widened with the cooperation of Network Rail (and other interested 
parties) and by demolishing the wall standing between the paper mill site and the path. The narrow path is 
effectively sandwiched between a wall that serves little purpose since the demolition of the paper mill and a 
disused railway line. This leads many to conclude that Inverkeithing has been denied an obvious solution. An 
enhanced path would connect the Fife Coastal Path to the Forth Road Bridge on traffic free dedicated 
pathway, in addition to Ferrytoll Park and Ride bus station and within close proximity to Inverkeithing train 
station. It would enhance Inverkeithing and create a sustainable regeneration area at the site of the old paper 
mill. Although there are many configurations, the following is an illustration of how it could look. The new 
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pathway is highlighted in white with an existing spur into Inverkeithing town centre highlighted in light blue. 
Both solutions entirely bypass the B981 connecting the Fife Coastal Path to the Forth Road Bridge and 
beyond safely and efficiently.  

 



The narrow pathway in Inverkeithing 
running parallel to old paper mill site 
and unused railway. Through 
enhancement it could link routes 76 
and 1 of the National Cycle Network, 
successfully bypassing the B981. The 
wall to the left no longer serves a 
purpose and would likely be 
demolished during redevelopment.  

 

Where residents have taken matters 
into their own hands, knocking down 
a section of wall between the old 
paper mill site and path to avoid a 
flight of steps and more directly link 
routes 1 and 76 of the cycle network 
together.  



 

One of the narrow sections 
of the path running between 
the disused railway line and 
wall separating the old 
paper mill site.  

By contrast, a pathway using previously un-utilised 
land in Aberdour running parallel to the railway line and 
Aberdour Castle walls. It connects Easter and Wester 
Aberdour bypassing the main road A921. 



More ambitiously, a disused railway line runs from Inverkeithing train station, past the paper mill site and to 
Rosyth dockyards where there is land earmarked for regeneration on the waterfront. If the railway was 
converted to pathway it would connect Inverkeithing train station along direct dedicated traffic free pathway to: 
the Fife Coastal Path (route 76 of the National Cycle Network), Inverkeithing town centre, the paper mill 
regeneration area, Ferrytoll Park and Ride bus station, the Forth Road Bridge (route 1 of the National Cycle 
Network) and Rosyth waterfront regeneration zone. This would mean two significant regeneration zones would 
be connected together (Rosyth waterfront and the old paper mill site) by dedicated traffic free pathway and to 
other transport hubs and active travel routes. This would not only facilitate visitors but would serve as an 
enhanced commuter link.  

In the illustration below the disused railway option is highlighted in green. Notice that it connects Inverkeithing 
train station directly to: the Fife Coastal Path highlighted in pink, immediately adjacent to the paper mill site, to 
Ferrytoll Park and Ride bus station, the Forth Road Bridge, route 1 of the National Cycle Network highlighted in 
orange and under the M90 to Rosyth waterfront.  



The railway option could act as the interlink. There are a number of sites where this could happen and the 
following is simply an illustration of one of them:  

 

If the railway line option was not viable then the existing pathway running next to it could be enhanced, as 
shown in the illustration on the next page. Again, this is simply for illustration purposes: 



 

A “network 
map” illustrating 
how the area 
could be 
transformed 
from a deterrent 
into something 
special.  



The disused railway line in 
Inverkeithing running from 
the train station to Rosyth 
Waterfront via: the Fife 
Coastal Path, the old paper 
mill regeneration area, 
Ferrytoll Park and Ride bus 
station, route 1 of the 
National Cycle Network 
and Forth Road Bridge. 
The line is still retained for 
potential freight use and 
the military but has been 
left redundant and in a 
state of decay for decades.  

 

A converted railway line in the 
Granton area of Edinburgh. 



Project Outline 
The first step is to assess the feasibility of the proposals. It would be beneficial to know how likely we are to be 
able to adopt the unused railway line into the plans. The railway line is under-utilised ready made pathway that 
links all the places we want - and more. If it is not a viable option then we should examine the possibility of 
enhancing the path across or next to the old paper mill site.  
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