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Introduction
The Scottish Government have commenced the early consultation on their next National
Planning Framework for Scotland. This is Scotland’s main planning policy document that will
contain model planning policies and details of significant national development proposals.
Orkney Islands Council wishes to make sure that the Council fully engages with this early
consultation and have undertaken an engagement process with key stakeholders and
communities to gather ideas. This is the report of that engagement process.
Process
A survey was circulated to all OIC elected officials, members of Orkney Opinions panel, key
stakeholders and officers. Following on from this two workshops were held on consecutive
days in Kirkwall, the first for stakeholders and the second for elected officials and officers.
Approximately 30 people attended the 3 hour long workshops.

Emerging Themes
Examining the process, the following themes were identified:
•

•

•

•

•
•

Aspirations – sustainability, in both environmental and economic terms, and quality
of life came across as very high priorities. Participants identified a broad range of
infrastructure and societal support that would be needed to achieve this. There is no
single ‘fix’.
Climate Change – flooding is a considerable concern to Orkney residents and options
to move away from the coast are limited. A move towards a low carbon, circular
economy which can be seen as an exemplar of island life would be welcomed by
many.
Housing – there was a distinct desire to see existing housing stock be brought up to
standard and for new homes to be designed to be flexible in use and energy
efficient. The tradition of self-build is distinct and warrants localised support
mechanisms.
Economy – Orkney has a highly skilled workforce and a desire to be internationally
recognised as a centre of excellence, particularly for maritime renewable energy
projects. Coastal infrastructure such as piers and harbours will be crucial to
supporting this aspiration and the development and execution of the Strategic Plan
will be pivotal.
Special Character – Orkney undoubtedly is unique. Preventing tourism from
overwhelming the local character is a key concern for many participants.
Engagement – community engagement has potential to be excellent in this relatively
small population, however poor access to information, e.g. via OIC website including
the results of previous engagements, has led to concerns, frustrations and fatigue
amongst communities.
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Summary of Responses
Section 1 – Long Term Aspirations
Question 2* - What are your long-term aspirations for Orkney?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting chart is
presented here.

Themed assessment - aspirations
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

* Question 1 related to the participant and the results are in Annex 1
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Question 3 - What infrastructure do we need to achieve these aspirations?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting chart is
presented here.

Samples of the responses are below:
•

Public transport: more electric/hybrid busses.

•

Better service links to rural communities that connect with main services.

•

Investment in the tourism infrastructure.

•

Cruise ships use electric power only and not have black smoke blowing out.

Section 1 Workshop Session
These results were shown to participants at the workshop and they were asked to focus on
four key topics of:
•
•
•
•

Environmental protection
Equality, especially in decision making
Jobs
Culture and identity

These were written on cards on the sticky wall and turned over to show the participants
whilst introducing the task. Participants were first asked ‘What do each of these themes
mean to you? E.g. ‘over the next 20 years what would ‘environmental protection’ mean to
Orkney? And then ‘What key infrastructure do we need for each of these priority areas?’.
They were given approximately 10 minutes to write their answers, from either paired
discussion or group discussion at their table, onto cards and stick them under the theme.
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Environment
Group 1 (Stakeholders)
What does it mean?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Biodiversity
Climate emergency
Flooding
Built and historic
environment
Air and water quality
Environmental services (air,
water, landscape)
Sites and species
Balancing options e.g.
tourism, economy, nature,
risk
Restoration of land and sea
Figure 1 Day 1 responses to workshop 1

What does it need?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Consistency, better decisions
Fit for purpose, appropriate scale
Awareness of the special nature of Orkney
Protection and prevention of overuse, e.g. historic attractions
Coastal protection
Stop burning oil and gas

Group 2 (Elected Officials and officers)
What does it mean?
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Compliance with the law,
meet or exceed standards
Proper waste management,
including dealing with marine
litter
Agriculture and land use
Coastal erosion
Balancing tourism with
environmental protection
Safety (air/water)
Complex systems e.g.
Increased sea temperature
limiting sand eels and having
a knock on effect on birds and
therefore tourism.

Figure 2 Day 2 responses to workshop 1
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What does it need?
•
•
•
•
•

Money and direction, people and resources
Continuing balance
Big and Bold decision making
Buy in from the public (education) and acceptance by everyone
Ability to follow our own path

Equality – Society and Decisions
Group 1 (Stakeholders)
What does it mean?
•
•
•

Involving the community – listening, hearing minorities
Openness, transparency, fairness
Fuel poverty, affordable housing, employment and educational opportunities

What does it need?
•
•
•
•
•

More low carbon homes
Transparent decision making - how are decisions made and communicated
Island proofing, decentralisation
Effective partnership working, Community Council engagement
Access to information (OIC website!)

Group 2 (Elected Officials and officers)
What does it mean?
•
•
•

Participative decision making, truly diverse, fair and representative
More local decision making
Inclusivity – LGBTQ+, young people, women

What does it need?
•
•
•
•

Legislation to lead change
Big and Bold decisions
Understanding and then action
Engagement, trust and confidence within the community

Jobs and Economy
Group 1 (Stakeholders)
What does it mean?
•
•

Long term, sustainable jobs, balance seasonal working
Wide geographical spread
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•
•

Decent pay, living wage
Maintaining the workforce, childcare, accommodation etc.

What does it need?
•
•
•
•
•

Local supply chain needs to benefit
Affordable housing and childcare
Skilled, dispersed workforce
High quality education
Attract folk back to Orkney

Group 2 (Elected Officials and officers)
What does it mean?
•
•
•

Long term job security
Succession planning
Prosperous and wealthy

What does it need?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Digital connectivity
Flexibility, innovation
Higher population to give larger workforce
Big and Bold decisions
Childcare support
Public transport options and more local opportunities
Career opportunities, appropriate scale planning

Culture and Identity
Group 1 (Stakeholders)
What does it mean?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support existing culture (but not fossilised)
Landscape, seascape, music, intergenerational education
Adaptability
Retain community spirit, don’t dilute through tourism
Keep young on the islands
Native adopted Orcadians

What does it need?
•
•

Manage high volume of tourists on cultural heritage
Maintain local workforce
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Group 2 (Elected Officials and officers)
What does it mean?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Diverse community, cultural identity – mixed views!
Language and dialect
Uniqueness of place
Arts and heritage, keeping history alive
European/global outlook
Freedom from regulation

What does it need?
•
•
•
•

Leisure experiences and opportunities
Education – music, stories, practice
Big and Bold decisions
Local decision making

Section 2 – Climate Change
Question 4 - Which issues do you think will affect Orkney?
Participants were asked to select up to three options from the following list:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sea level rise
Larger, more damaging storms
Higher rainfall and more unpredictable weather
Changing temperatures
Water and / or food shortages locally
Economic impacts e.g. changes to food production
Infrastructure needed to cope with climate related impacts e.g. coastal defences
flooding
Social impacts e.g. immigration
Any others?
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The participants selections are presented in this chart.

The answers to ‘other’ were subject to a themed assessment which resulted in the following
pie chart.

Themed assessment - 'other'
depopulatio
n
lack of
10%
sea level
workers
rise/climate
10%
change
Brexit
impacts
10%
40%
all are
important
30%
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Question 5 - Where in Orkney do you think is most vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their ideas. A
themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting word cloud is presented
here. The larger the word, the more often it was mentioned in the responses.

Figure 3 Word cloud based on responses to question 5

Question 6 - What do you think could be done to help communities tackle
and become more resilient to climate change?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting pie chart is
presented here.

Figure 4 Pie chart based on response to question 6
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Section 2 Workshop Session
These results were shown to participants at the workshops and they were then provided
with maps or the Orkney Islands which had the flood risk areas named in the survey marked.
They were asked to mark the maps areas which they thought were are vulnerable to:
•
•
•
•

Coastal flooding
River flooding
Storm surges
Climate impacts on farming or aquaculture/renewable energy

And then add the type of infrastructure needed to address these issues.
In workshop 1 there then followed a prioritisation process where participants were asked to
score proposals on a ‘New/Useful/Feasible’ table. As you can see from the image significant
data gaps were identified which made this a challenging activity. In the second session this
was changed to a discussion about ‘How will future generations perceive the decisions we
are making about climate related infrastructure?’

Figure 5 Mapped responses to section 2 (stakeholders)
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Maps gathered at workshop 1 (stakeholders) show a number of areas where participants
thought flooding was likely, or already happens, and where barriers should be erected. They
also remarked on the impact across all the islands on farming and agriculture.

Figure 6 New/Useful/Feasible table by stakeholders

Maps gathered at workshop 2 (elected officials and officers) give significant feedback about
vulnerable areas but also about solutions such as tree planting, the need for maintenance of
drainage ditches and storm surges.
NB Full sized zoomable images have been supplied to officers.
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Figure 7 Mapped responses by elected members and officers

NB Full sized zoomable images have been supplied to officers.

The elected members and officer then turned to the question posed about what future
generation would make of the planning decisions being taken now. The following discussion
points were noted on flipcharts:
•
•
•
•

Future generations may ask why there wasn’t a fairer, and better, allocation of
funding to this area.
They may also ask why we didn’t decarbonise quicker when we could see what was
happening.
The group felt that young people would wonder why they weren’t in the room, or
taken into account, when the decisions were being taken.
Participants wondered if future generations would care if historic sites, once
abandoned because of climate change, were washed away by rising sea levels.
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Section 3 – Housing
Question 7 - What housing will we need by 2050?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their ideas. A
themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting word cloud is presented
here. The larger the word, the more often it was mentioned in the responses.

Figure 8 Word cloud generated from responses to question 7

Question 8 - Where in Orkney should it be located?
This was presented as a multiple-choice question to participants and the result are shown below.
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Question 9 - What type of housing is needed?
This was presented as a multiple-choice question to participants and the result are shown below.

Section 3 Workshop Session
The results of the survey (above) were presented to participants. They were then given 6 dots of 4
colours and asked to place them on the maps as they felt appropriate. Participants did not have to
use all dots but they could place more than one in an area to represent additional need. The dots
represented the following types of housing:
•
•
•
•

Blue – low income/starter homes
Green – sheltered housing
Orange – rental (non tourism)
Red – all types of housing

This was followed by a group discussion.
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Figure 9 Mapped responses from stakeholders

Participants in workshop 1 (stakeholders) showed a preference for mixed development across
mainland and Sanday.
Participants in workshop 2 (elected members and officials) showed a preference for low income and
starter homes across Orkney in one group, while another group showed significant enthusiasm for
mixed development. All showed affinity with existing settlements but there was a note to say that
relaxing of the planning rules to allow self-build projects in the countryside would be a positive step.

Figure 10 Mapped responses from elected members and officers
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Discussion
A discussion recorded on the flip charts captured the following data for the stakeholder group:
•

•
•
•
•
•

There was an admitted lack of knowledge about where development should go, however
there was an instinctive preference for development within existing settlements where
there could be best use of infrastructure.
The group identified a need for mixed housing everywhere, and stated that they didn’t think
demand was as high in reality.
Higher density housing should be considered where appropriate.
The group was concerned that the current trends did risk losing the character of Orkney by
2050.
The group also felt that a flexible building which could be adapted for people at different life
stages would be the best approach.
Sewage infrastructure is at capacity in a number of areas.

A discussion recorded on the flip charts captured the following data for the elected officials and
officers group:
•
•
•
•
•

Houses need a hub, or social centre of some sort e.g. shops, pubs etc. housing alone doesn’t
make a community.
The old system of allowing dispersed development was appropriate for Orkney, the new
system had created clumps of housing which were not in keeping with the landscape.
There is a lot of fuel poverty in Orkney and the housing stock should be upgraded to deal
with this.
The tradition of self-build should be supported with a grant system or serviced plots. The
Highland Small Communities Housing Trust in a useful model. #
There is a need to relax national rules to allow for the unique situation in Orkney.

Section 4 – Economy
Question 10 - How can we attract more people to make Orkney their home?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their ideas. A
themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting word cloud is presented
here. The larger the word, the more often it was mentioned in the responses.

Figure 11 word cloud generated from responses to question 10
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Question 11 - What existing sector(s) do you think could play a role in
Orkney’s future? Select up to three.
This was presented as a multiple-choice question to participants and the result are shown below.

Sample text
•
•
•

Tourism can be as much about Orkney's renewable story, as well as our rich
historic past.
Green tourism should be the only option for the future.
This is a stupid question. With the exception of oil and gas which is in terminal
decline, all the others have a role in sustainable future.
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Question 12 - What sector(s), new or existing do you think could play a role in
Orkney’s future?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting chart is
presented here.

Themed assessment
agriculture
decommissioning
transport
the arts/small scale artisan products
IT/data/communications
tourism
education/research
renewable energy
marine
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Question 13 - What infrastructure is needed to support economic growth?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting chart is
presented here.

Themed assessment
pubic/general transport infrastructure
digital connectivity
grid connections
RnD activity

variety
marine - ports, piers, greener ferries etc
more growth is not sustainable
homes
local food processing
0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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Section 4 Workshop Session
The survey responses were presented to the groups and they were then asked to record on
flip charts what three crucial sectors look like for Orkney going into the future. These were
identified as:
•
•
•

IT/digital connectivity
Marine based activity
Education and research

They were also asked what infrastructure might be needed to support these sectors.
Participants in workshop 1 (stakeholders) gave the following feedback:
•

•

•

IT/Digital
o Should be seen as another essential utility, it is frustrating that development
is so slow, why is it not working here?!
o There has been bad planning, some units have been placed too close to the
road and damaged.
o Lack of connectivity impacts on all remote working, access and management
e.g. for aquaculture
Marine
o Other sectors which should be considered include decommissioning and
trans-shipments, renewable energy, tourism, transport
o Piers and harbours need to be updated to become more climate change
ready and to offer relevant services such as boat lift out
o Need facilities for oil and gas platforms to come alongside and for larger
renewable energy parts to be moved.
o Can we ship energy out as other products?
o Aquaculture is looking towards more exposed sites with larger ocean farms.
Infrastructure, including accommodation for staff, is needed onshore to
support this.
o Diversity marine tourism out of Scapa Flow.
o Can we connect cruise ships and oil platforms to the Island grid?
o Grid upgrade is more complex than it first seems and may not solve a wide
range of issues. Further analysis and understanding needed.
Education and Research
o Educate for the jobs which are actually needed on the islands.
o Offer practical marine sector jobs training.
o Build on existing strengths, offer excellence. Include agriculture courses.
o Remember the need for student accommodation.

Participants in workshop 2 (elected members and officers) gave the following feedback:
•

IT/Digital
o Digital should be seen as a necessary utility, not a nice to have. 5G may be
the solution?
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•

•

o Training and support is needed, especially for small businesses but we should
also acknowledge the skills we have here in this sector.
o Flexible working arrangements would be helpful e.g. working from home etc.
o Knowledge of internet security issues needs to be increased.
o This is a fast moving sector, who knows what might be in use towards 2050?
Marine
o Orkney should be viewed as the northern
gateway port – for fishing, offshore energy,
etc but that requires investment in ports
and harbours. Are they in the right places?
o Cruise ships need to be able to be
disseminated to the outer islands to take
some of the pressure off Kirkwall.
o Tidal energy has great potential but we
need to be able to get the energy off the
islands somehow – grid
connection/hydrogen/battery/other
exports?
o Orkney should be seen as the world leader Figure 12 Flip chart recording responses
from elected members and officers
in these issues (renewables especially use
of hydrogen).
o Offshore wind and aquaculture both have potential but could also impact on
fishing grounds.
o There is a need to diversity across all maritime opportunities including leisure
and recreation.
o Attention needs to be paid to the emerging Ports and Harbours Strategic Plan
which looks towards 2050 as well as the Marine Spatial Plan for Orkney.
Education and Research
o Consolidation of the education resource may mean closures but it may also
be necessary.
o Should be placing Orkney as ‘The Best’, not ‘amongst the best’ in terms of
education.
o Housing is needed for students, lecturers and support staff.
o Will digital connectivity change the way we learn dramatically by 2050?

It was noted that there needed to be a transition to zero carbon across all sectors including
a shift to a circular economy on Orkney where waste no longer needs to be shipped off the
islands.

Section 5 - Special Character
Question 14 - Where are Orkney’s special places?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. Sample text is included below.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

EVERYWHERE!!
It is all special - so many interdependencies that you cannot really differentiate.
Kirkwall town centre, Brinkie's Brae, the North Ronaldsay lighthouse.
Coastal views, open landscape.
Orkney itself is a special place, made so by its people.
‘Best place in Britain to live’

Question 15 - How can we improve, protect and strengthen the special
character of Orkney?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting pie chart is
presented here.

Question 16 - How can we plan good access and facilities for recreation and
sports on our land and in our coastal areas?
This question was presented as a free text box to allow participants open expression of their
ideas. A themed assessment was undertaken of the responses and the resulting pie chart is
presented here.
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Question 17 - Anything else you would like to say?
•
•
•
•

I'm glad you're asking the questions. But I do wonder how much notice you will take
of answers that don't fit in with your own agenda.
Don't just build - maintain!
Will there be an anonymised compilation of answers available anywhere?
Sometimes it seems that the folk who make the decisions here in Orkney do not
understand how special a place it is. Continual striving for 'bigger and better' does
not necessarily improve the quality of life.

The results of the survey were presented to participants. The final session on special
character was done in plenary with a facilitated discussion looking at questions about
community engagement, management and decision support tools. Feedback focused on the
following points across both groups:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Communities are getting consultation fatigue – we still don’t have it right. They get a
lot of questions but without the satisfaction of knowing how their answers are
responded to. Need to be more selective about what they are consulted on.
Community Councils do not have a standing agenda item to give feedback.
Too often jargon is used – confusing people and showing a lack of respect.
The OIC website is not good – people need to be able to easily find the information
they need.
The existing demographic of elected representatives needs to move away from the
‘old white man’.
We have plenty of data but not the local empowerment to get on with it.
Madrid is a good place to lesson learn from but we do need to avoid the ‘dogs
breakfast’ which can come from a multiplicity of local ideas all being implemented,
we do need some consistency.
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•

OIC is the smallest Local Authority but it has 21 councillors and 22 Community
Councils – this seems like it should work. Do we hold ourselves too highly to account
according to the National Standards for Engagement?
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Annex A – Opening Surveys at Workshops
Workshop 1 (stakeholders) responses are on the left, workshop 2 (elected members and officers) on
the right.
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Annex B – Feedback Surveys at Workshops
Workshop 1 (stakeholders) responses are on the left, workshop 2 (elected members and officers) on
the right.
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Annex C - Overview of respondents
In total 60 were received to the survey, 34 partial (one or more answers) and 26 complete
33 responses. The breakdown of respondent types is detailed in the chart below.

Annex D – Big Ideas Survey Responses
1. Introduction

1. I am responding as:
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
1

an elected
representative

7.69%

2

2

an OIC officer

23.08%

6

3

a planning stakeholder

15.38%

4

4

a member of Orkney
Opinions

46.15%

12
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1. I am responding as:
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
5

other (please specify)

Analysi
Mean:
s
Varianc
e:

3.2
3

Std.
Deviation:

1.1
2

1.2
5

Std. Error:

0.2
2

Satisfaction
Rate:

55.7
7

7.69%

2

answere
d

26

skipped

0

Comments: (2)
1 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Individual citizen and member of OREF
ID: 135820464
2 21/02/2020 12:47 PM I am both a community councilor and will be representing
ID: 136218913
Orkney Renewable Energy Forum which I am a director of.

2. Aspirations and Infrastructure

2. What are your long term aspirations for Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1 Open-Ended Question

100.00%
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1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM For Orkney to be sustainable and poverty free with great
ID: 135548682
transport connections and fantastic facilities, be they
medical, educational, cultural or recreational. Every
resident should have access to high quality housing. We
should welcome visitors, but not to the detriment of
those who live here, and ensure that there is a high
quality and sustainable visitor experience on offer.
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2. What are your long term aspirations for Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM To see the county have a global purpose and an vibrant
ID: 135590906
economy which balances the demographic, preserves the
natural environment and enhances the built
environment. All this in a zero carbon future.
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Maintain populations within the towns and villages.
ID: 135591934
Protect the countryside from more sprawl and
development. Reduce the carbon footprint of Orkney's
transport and industries.
4 12/02/2020 11:13 AM Those of the Council plan
ID: 135597034
5 12/02/2020 18:03 PM An inclusive society which welcomes, and copes with,
ID: 135633454
visitors and new residents irrespective of where they are
from or why they are here.
To use vibrancy to develop activities which are of
economic benefit to the islands and particularly those
which flow from Orkney's role as a major port,
strategically located as it is at the north of the UK and as
a gateway to north and surrounded as it is by energy in
the form of wind, tide and, for some while yet, oil and
gas.
6 12/02/2020 20:36 PM sustain present level of vitality, population and economic
ID: 135641237
diversity - including growth in tourism and marine based
actiivites. This will require levels of investment, and
change which will need to be accommodated in a way
which does not compromise the overall quality of the
orkney environment.
7 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Sustainable communities supported by a sustainable
ID: 135664274
economy.
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2. What are your long term aspirations for Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
8 13/02/2020 19:04 PM That Orkney continues to maintain its identity and
ID: 135697468
environment whilst engaging fully with the wider world.
Any increase in social inequality should be resisted.
9 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Jobs and housing so the population can thrive
ID: 135725386
10 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Vastly improved inter-island transport solutions.
ID: 135726854
We need transport links with the other islands as well as
Mainland Orkney.
We need the transport links to enable the islands to grow
economically.
Fixed links is an aspiration that needs serious
consideration. Other than that quicker ferries with
increased capacity, durability and reliability are needed
now.
11 14/02/2020 11:19 AM To recognise that the very qualities that make Orkney so
ID: 135725546
special and unique are being undermined by the vast
numbers of people coming here. We have to put a stop
to cruise liners, which pollute the air and sea, and whose
excessive numbers are damaging all the sites that they
visit. I know it will never happen, because of the amount
of money the council makes out of them (none of which
is ever spent on infrastructure that helps to mitigate the
impact).
I would like the council to stop pretending it cares about
the climate emergency, when it is clearly making no
effort to mitigate its effects.
I would like them to build a chemical toilet disposal unit
at Hatston, so that people don't empty their toilets into
the sea, onto grassland, or in public toilets served by a
septic tank.
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2. What are your long term aspirations for Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
12 14/02/2020 11:57 AM A healthy well served community that has a sustainable
ID: 135730957
population with opportunities for everyone to fulfil their
potential.
13 14/02/2020 12:09 PM Orkney is one of the best places to live in the UK - and the
ID: 135728943
world. We need to maintain standards, and strive for
improvement wherever possible. Central to that are two
themes: the environment and the sense of community.
We have been going along the right lines with the
development of renewable energy; that needs to
continue. An aspiration here would be to have all local
authority transport running on locally-produced
hydrogen and electricity, both by road and by sea.
Similarly, the sense of community is greatly enhanced by
the number of musical and other activities. To maintain
these standards requires financial support from the
Council, and in particular there must be enhanced
provision for music and drama education in schools. A
sense of common purpose and positivity is what has kept
the crime rate low. Disillusionment and alienation are the
chief causes of crime, whereas participation with others
in community activity fosters empathy.
14 14/02/2020 13:15 PM A place where people want to live. Where they ( both the
ID: 135736882
people who live here and the organisations the run the
services here...OIC AND NHS AND 3RD SECTOR SERVICES)
are proud of Orkney. Its history, traditions, culture, the
way we value each or and the citizens of the county.
15 14/02/2020 13:24 PM For the county to be as environmentally friendly as soon
ID: 135738899
as is practicable.
Ensure we keep the balance of the needs of the local
population against growing tourism - sustainability and
balance is critical to make sure we don't damage
Ensure the sustainability of our island communities to
prevent more becoming depopulated - we need to
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2. What are your long term aspirations for Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
continue encouraging young people to remain in the
isles.
16 15/02/2020 09:06 AM for it continue to be a good place to live whilst living
ID: 135775841
within its means
17 16/02/2020 13:03 PM To see development continue sustainably, cost effectively
ID: 135812081
and without undue/unreasonable constraint from
planning policy
18 16/02/2020 17:45 PM A sustainable community living decent lives. The requires
ID: 135820464
a sustainable footprint on the environment which in turn
will require better quality housing and buildings, better
power system and transport links.
19 17/02/2020 11:57 AM
ID: 135847641
That it continues to be a good place to live and that our
elected officials do the best for the County and it’s
people.
20 19/02/2020 13:34 PM I would like to see its unique qualities protected and not
ID: 136080374
spoilt by overdevelopment either for renewables or
housing sprawl.
21 21/02/2020 12:47 PM That Orkney becomes carbon neutral as soon as possible
ID: 136218913
and then moves quickly to a net carbon negative position
so as to help first Scotland then the whole UK become
carbon neutral.
22 21/02/2020 14:46 PM A thriving community, socially responsible with good job
ID: 136223330
prospects and able to retain and attract young people to
live and work here. Encouraging of entrepreneurship with
a supporting and development enabling local authority.
23 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Less intensive agriculture, with a move towards arable
ID: 136448184
and away from the current almost total emphasis on
ruminants. With long summer days Orkney is also ideal
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2. What are your long term aspirations for Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
for poly-tunnels, as long as they are robust. Easier access
to the countryside. Rewilding of large areas
answered

23

skipped

3

3. What infrastructure do we need to achieve these aspirations?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

22

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM In most cases we already have great infrastructure, for
ID: 135548682
example we have new schools and a new hospital. But in
other areas the is room for improvement. The road
network is insufficient in supporting sustainable transport
such as cycle/pedestrian routes and paths. Some of our
existing infrastructure is in desperate need of upgrading.
We need more high quality housing and we must ensure
that our existing housing is not given over to the visitor
market at the expense of residents.
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Investment, quick decision making flexibility and good
ID: 135590906
judgement.
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Marine energy. Allow housing development and business
ID: 135591934
development in the towns and villages. Make sure the
countryside is protected from development. Electric or
hydrogen fuelling stations across the County, not just for
cars but also bigger vehicles or ferries or planes.
4 12/02/2020 18:03 PM A much needed investment in the marine infrastructure
ID: 135633454
to capitalise on the aspirations mentioned above. These
are currently under development in the Port Master Plan
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3. What infrastructure do we need to achieve these aspirations?
Response Response
Percent
Total
and will follow on from significant under investment in
the marine infrastructure over several decades - unlike
Orkney, our competitor ports in Invergordon, Aberdeen,
Peterhead and Lerwick have all invested harbours
revenues in harbours infrastructure.
5 12/02/2020 20:36 PM most likely more housing, piers, roads and expansion to
ID: 135641237
core facilities including schools
6 13/02/2020 10:40 AM 100%, fast, reliable, broadband coverage throughout the
ID: 135664274
islands - doesn't need to be 'superfast', I don't think.
Better connectivity throughout the islands, bus, ferry and
flights. Connectivity with mainland Scotland is, in my
opinion, ok - provided it remains at the same level. An
environment where research and innovation
stakeholders want to invest.
7 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Adaptation to the effects of climate change should be
ID: 135697468
planned with policies and where necessary funding put in
place to allow adaptation to take place in a just way.
Restrictions to access to power grids must be removed in
order to allow Orkney to fully develop potential for
renewable energy export.
Reliable high speed communication links are vital.
Roads and bridges should be maintained to a level to
support industry, as well as social and recreational
activity.
8 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Houses and a power link to supply power to the grid
ID: 135725386
9 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Combination of bridges, tunnels and ferries is needs to
ID: 135726854
enable the islanders to trade between each island,
Mainland Orkney and mainland Scotland.
10 14/02/2020 11:19 AM It's more of a change of mindset. You have two
ID: 135725546
councillors (at least) who think Climate Change is media
hysteria. You need to make it a disciplinary offence to
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3. What infrastructure do we need to achieve these aspirations?
Response Response
Percent
Total
make statements on behalf of the council that contradict
scientific fact. You need to think about other ways to
make money other than those which destroy our
environment.
Building a chemical toilet disposal unit is simple, but I
know it won't happen because I've been banging on
about it for years and no-one is listening.
11 14/02/2020 11:57 AM Good health care, good education, so well staffed schools
ID: 135730957
and health services. Good communications links such as
5G/superfast broadband to facilitate remote working.
Increased investment in the road network - the heavy
traffic consequent on increased tourism, particularly
coach trips resulting from cruise ship visits has played
havoc with the state f the roads particularly in West
Mainland.
12 14/02/2020 12:09 PM Support for all sorts of renewable energy projects, such
ID: 135728943
as hydrogen as a fuel, and a cable to export our energy to
the rest of the UK. Charging points for vehicles..
Other infrastructure is at a good level: visitors comment
on the standard of the roads, new schools, new
community centres. Maintain this.
With climate change and rising sea levels we need to look
once more at replacing the Barriers. I would favour an
above-ground tunnel.
High speed broadband to enable industries to operate
here.
13 14/02/2020 13:15 PM A different way of looking forward. Flood protection in
ID: 135736882
rural areas. More efforts to resolve the problem with the
Barriers. OIC needs to make more effort for people living
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3. What infrastructure do we need to achieve these aspirations?
Response Response
Percent
Total
in rural communities and not just forget them . More
improvements to services in rural areas.
14 14/02/2020 13:24 PM More cycle & walking paths across the county, not only
ID: 135738899
just in town & village centres.
The provision of sufficient electric charging points in rural
areas as well as town centres.
Excellent, environmentally friendly connectivity
infrastructure
Environmentally friendly modes of transport between the
isles and mainland Scotland.
15 15/02/2020 09:06 AM good transport and communications- these being up
ID: 135775841
dated regularly
16 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Infrastructure within Orkney is already well advanced
ID: 135812081
when considered against other rural, island Scottish
locations
Infrastructure providers are equipped to work with
developers and rarely do we find a constraint that cannot
fairly easily be overcome
17 16/02/2020 17:45 PM In light of the slow response to climate change this may
ID: 135820464
now involve significant defences against sea-level rise,
possibly fundamentally changing the character of some
areas. It will require the abandonment or translocation of
some areas and structures.
More renewables will be needed and a lot of the present
housing will need to be removed and re-built.
Heat mains will be needed in all towns.
18 17/02/2020 11:57 AM
ID: 135847641
Much of the infrastructure is there , it just needs
someone capable of joined up thinking to make it work as
smoothly as possible. Boat-wise, it may be time to dip
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3. What infrastructure do we need to achieve these aspirations?
Response Response
Percent
Total
into the reserve fund to comply with all the necessary
requirements.
19 19/02/2020 13:34 PM Investment in marine renewables.
ID: 136080374
Housing which meets the needs of folk but designed in a
sympathetic way, especially in Stromness and not all
focused in Kirkwall.
20 21/02/2020 12:47 PM Additional electricity network connections. More wind
ID: 136218913
farms. Tidal and wave energy.
21 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Improved drainage systems
ID: 136223330
Improved roads
Better communication infrastructure
Improved, more fuel efficient marine transport
Alternatives to providing under utilised and heavily
subsidised bus services.
22 23/02/2020 14:22 PM More frequent and extensive public transport. More
ID: 136448184
stiles and kissing gates. Less barbed wire and fewer
electric fences. A greater footpath network. It should be
an aim to have a footpath right round the coast. In far too
many areas the right of responsible access cannot be
exercised : from Warbeth to Black Craig, from Gurness to
Woodwick, from Bu sands to 4th barrier, etc., etc.
answered

22

skipped

4

3. Climate Change
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4. Which issues do you think will affect Orkney? Select up to three.
Respons
Respon
e
se Total
Percent
1

Sea level rise

58.33%

14

2

Larger, more damaging storms

54.17%

13

3

Higher rainfall and more unpredictable
weather

37.50%

9

4

Changing temperatures

8.33%

2

5

Water and / or food shortages locally

0.00%

0

6

Economic impacts e.g. changes to food
production

25.00%

6

7

Infrastructure needed to cope with
climate related impacts e.g. coastal
defences flooding

62.50%

15

8

Social impacts e.g. immigration

16.67%

4

9

Any others (please list below)

8.33%

2

answer
ed

24

skipped

2

Analys
Mean:
is

11.08

Std.
Deviation:

Varianc 151.5
Std. Error:
e:
1

12.3 Satisfaction
1
Rate:
2.51

104.6
9

Comments: (8)
1 12/02/2020 11:13 AM Very concerned that barriers to immigration will cut off our
ID: 135597034
main option for sufficient future workforce, given our
demographics.
2 12/02/2020 18:03 PM sea levels will affect parts of Orkney but with modest
ID: 135633454
investment, most affects can be mitigated.
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4. Which issues do you think will affect Orkney? Select up to three.
Respons
Respon
e
se Total
Percent
3 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Depopulation of the islands particularly and Orkney
ID: 135664274
generally.
4 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Sea level rise, larger more damaging storms and the
ID: 135697468
implications for infrastructure are my own top concerns
from but others from the list apply too.
5 14/02/2020 12:09 PM The effect of Brexit will not be apparent for a few years.
ID: 135728943
There will almost certainly be impacts on the fishing and
farming industries in particular, but all industries will be
affected in one way of another. For farmers, unpredictable
weather is an issue.
6 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Actually all of the above will be an issue.
ID: 135820464
7 21/02/2020 14:46 PM All of the above to lesser or greater degrees.
ID: 136223330
8 23/02/2020 14:22 PM . All of them may be important but very hard to predict.
ID: 136448184
Points 7 and 1 are linked.

5. Where in Orkney do you think is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1 Open-Ended Question

100.00%

22

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM Our lower lying costal communities.
ID: 135548682
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Farming land.
ID: 135590906
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5. Where in Orkney do you think is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM St Margaret's Hope, in relation to storms and sea level.
ID: 135591934
Low-lying islands, particularly Sanday.
4 12/02/2020 11:13 AM See SEPA maps
ID: 135597034
5 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Low lying areas in locations such as Sanday and parts of
ID: 135633454
Stromness and St Margarets Hope.
6 12/02/2020 20:36 PM pretty much all coastal towns and villages across the
ID: 135641237
comunity
7 13/02/2020 10:40 AM St Margaret's Hope, Sanday and low lying agricultural
ID: 135664274
land generally.
8 13/02/2020 19:04 PM All coastal settlements. Smaller parts of islands
ID: 135697468
connected to larger bodies of islands by isthmuses or
wider, low-lying, land vulnerable to erosion.
9 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Coastal accomodation
ID: 135725386
10 14/02/2020 10:34 AM No idea
ID: 135726854
11 14/02/2020 11:19 AM St Margaret's Hope; St Mary's; the barriers
ID: 135725546
12 14/02/2020 11:57 AM coastal areas
ID: 135730957
13 14/02/2020 12:09 PM All low-lying areas such as the Hope and parts of Kirkwall.
ID: 135728943
The Barriers will be vulnerable.
14 14/02/2020 13:15 PM See my reply to the earlier question. Rural areas
ID: 135736882
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5. Where in Orkney do you think is most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total
15 14/02/2020 13:24 PM Low lying villages and rural areas close to the sea.
ID: 135738899
16 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Towns and villages sitting on the coast
ID: 135812081
17 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Some of the isles where the CBA will never stack up for
ID: 135820464
coastal protection. Most property < 10m AOD should be
considered at risk, and the 10 is a guess.
18 17/02/2020 11:57 AM Stromness, the Barriers & St. Margaret’s Hope
ID: 135847641
19 19/02/2020 13:34 PM St Margaret's Hope.
ID: 136080374
20 21/02/2020 12:47 PM St Margaret's Hope.
ID: 136218913
Stromness
St Marys
21 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Very low lying and exposed coastal areas.
ID: 136223330
22 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Places where roads and buildings are close to the sea.
ID: 136448184
Should model impact of different sea level rises: 50cm,
100cm, etc.
answered

22

skipped

4

44

6. What do you think could be done to help communities tackle and become more
resilient to climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

21

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM There needs to be more investment in coastal defences
ID: 135548682
and options investigated to address specific at risk
properties along our coasts.
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Change farming practice to pasture land farming and
ID: 135590906
reduce the stock levels. Sectoral support would be
required.
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM make sure houses are built in sustainable places, such as
ID: 135591934
higher ground. Provide the infrastructure for vehicles
that use less carbon. Create a facility for cheaper
processing and selling of local produce. Makes no sense
that Orkney lambs are sent to England for slaughter and
sale, and at the same time we have supermarkets selling
lamb from New Zealand. Local, seasonal food.
4 12/02/2020 11:13 AM Increased understanding of vulnerable areas; better
ID: 135597034
knowledge of appropriate building materials.
Greater restrictions on developments in areas which will
see flooding and rising sea levels
5 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Planning policies to avoid vulnerable areas.
ID: 135633454
Affordable access to low carbon energy (electricity).
6 12/02/2020 20:36 PM support for conversion of houses in flood risk zones to
ID: 135641237
withstand flood, and recover quickly. plus some strategic
community defences where this is possible fro
reasonable sums of money
7 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Open and frank discussion about coastal defences
ID: 135664274
including difficult talks on moving families away from
problem areas.
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6. What do you think could be done to help communities tackle and become more
resilient to climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total
8 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Engagement of at-risk communities in decision processes
ID: 135697468
concerned with flood risk will be essential in arriving at
the best and most appropriate mitigation and
adaptations to existing and future flood risk. Raising
awareness in communities of the risks and all applicable
mitigation and adaptation options. Encouraging and
supporting flood action groups whether they are
established solely to engage with other stakeholders or
running property level protection projects.
In order to arrive at the most socially equitable solutions,
taking into account all applicable options which may
range from large flood schemes all the way to eventual
managed retreat, early, open and meaningful
engagement of communities should be a made a priority.
9 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Flood barriers
ID: 135725386
10 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Devolved authority with the ability for communities to
ID: 135726854
react themselves to developing situations.
Local folk know what is needed so give them the ability
and resources to do so.
11 14/02/2020 11:19 AM Listen to the people who live there, and come up with
ID: 135725546
solutions that work for them rather then for the council.
12 14/02/2020 11:57 AM education, to get home the message that the climate is
ID: 135730957
changing and something needs to be done.
improved coastal defences
research into how it will impact food production/farming
methods in Orkney and grants/training to help farmers
and fishermen adapt.
13 14/02/2020 12:09 PM Flood defences. Better information on imminent storms.
ID: 135728943
Help from the emergency services for householders who
need to use sandbags, or move furniture - I'm thinking of
older and less able folks in particular.
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6. What do you think could be done to help communities tackle and become more
resilient to climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total
14 14/02/2020 13:15 PM Better flood defenses.
ID: 135736882
Community action groups support by Oic
15 14/02/2020 13:24 PM Firstly, education on the longer term impacts of climate
ID: 135738899
change to make sure everybody realises it isn't somebody
else's problem but belongs to all of us.
Emphasize the importance that it isn't too late to change
behaviour to mitigate the effects of climate change and
that even small, individual changes are important prevent the ""any changes I make aren't going to make
much of a difference"" attitude.
Consult with the areas likely to be most affected by
ongoing climate change (or already are) to see how it is
affecting them and what they feel needs to be done for
their benefit.
16 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Tackle: Our housing is poor and energy inefficient. This
ID: 135820464
will need to change and in many cases will require not
just retrofitting, but also demolition and re-building to
Scandanavian standards. Buildings will need to be
allowed to be taller and living volumes less poky. The idyll
of a detached house needs to be changed as this is a poor
use of land and leads to urban sprawl which itself then
demands transport.
Renewables need to be aggressively adopted and the
potential of the county maximised to provide income to
replace lost agricultural production.
Resilient: All new cabling infrastructure to be buried to
reduce risk during storms. Flood-proofing detail to
become the norm in any building below 10mAOD i..e
block walls, not timber frame. Appropriate service
routing, Tanking. etc.
Routes for new sea defences need to be planned into the
forthcoming Harbour Master Plan.
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6. What do you think could be done to help communities tackle and become more
resilient to climate change?
Response Response
Percent
Total

The list goes on and on.....
17 17/02/2020 11:57 AM
ID: 135847641
Our councillors need to listen and accept good advice on
how to tackle this. We cannot go on spending millions on
useless surveys. The communities themselves generally
know what suits them best. Listen to them first.
18 19/02/2020 13:34 PM Use planning regulations to stop developments in flood
ID: 136080374
prone areas.
19 21/02/2020 12:47 PM Better flood defences.
ID: 136218913
20 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Less scaremongering and more informed dissemination
ID: 136223330
of factual information on impacts including what can be
done to overcome these.
21 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Mitigating the effects of sea level rise will be the main
ID: 136448184
thing.
answered

21

skipped

5

4. Housing

7. What housing will we need by 2050?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

23
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7. What housing will we need by 2050?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM High quality, sustainable housing which minimises it’s
ID: 135548682
impact on the environment.
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Far more than we think.
ID: 135590906
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Places that are safe to walk and cycle through and not
ID: 135591934
dominated by cars.
4 12/02/2020 11:13 AM Better housing to tackle fuel poverty, particularly on the
ID: 135597034
isles and in Stromness where most pre 1919 housing is
located.
Gateway housing for working people - social carers etc
5 12/02/2020 12:47 PM Significantly more
ID: 135606764
6 12/02/2020 18:03 PM More affordable housing - with a planning system to
ID: 135633454
encourage this.
7 12/02/2020 20:36 PM several hundred in key settlements plus a continuation of
ID: 135641237
a scattered spread across the country and isles
8 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Lots
ID: 135664274
9 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Efficient housing placed away from flood risk or made
ID: 135697468
resilient to flooding.
10 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Economic
ID: 135725386
11 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Probably be centred on the Mainland to the detriment of
ID: 135726854
some islands that are straining to meet the housing
demands.
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7. What housing will we need by 2050?
Response Response
Percent
Total
12 14/02/2020 11:19 AM We need to look at every single abandoned building, and
ID: 135725546
either restore them or use the site for a new build. There
are many that are not beyond repair, but are being left to
rot. All new builds have to be carbon neutral as well as
accessible.
13 14/02/2020 11:57 AM presumably more than we have now? who knows?
ID: 135730957
14 14/02/2020 12:09 PM The council will have projections for this. Modern housing
ID: 135728943
is energy-efficient anyway, but standards could improve.
15 14/02/2020 13:15 PM More sheltered housing facilities for people with needs
ID: 135736882
for supported living.
16 14/02/2020 13:24 PM More single occupancy housing for the growing elderly
ID: 135738899
population, including sheltered and community housing.
Affordable homes for young people starting out.
The above needs to be a mixture of homes for ownership
and long term rentals.
17 16/02/2020 13:03 PM At current housing build rates, unless demand falls we
ID: 135812081
will not achieve economic growth (driven by population
growth).
18 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Numerically more, but also a significant and enduring
ID: 135820464
programme of demolition and re-development.
19 17/02/2020 11:57 AM More affordable properties to keep our young ones here
ID: 135847641
20 19/02/2020 13:34 PM More sheltered housing and starter homes.
ID: 136080374
21 21/02/2020 12:47 PM I don't know it will depend on the number of people in
ID: 136218913
Orkney. There is a need to replace old houses with new
energy efficient ones and to ensure that the new houses
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7. What housing will we need by 2050?
Response Response
Percent
Total
are not built in areas which may flood either due to high
rainfall or due to sea level rise.
22 21/02/2020 14:46 PM We need to see significantly more designated sites being
ID: 136223330
developed. Current housing demand is not being met,
evidenced by well above national average increases in
property prices and an increasing proportion of housing
being secured via windfall sites. An overly restrictive
planning service is currently making achieving delivery of
development unnecessarily arduous and is causing
significant detriment to the community of Orkney. There
is little point in pontificating what the picture will be in
2050 when the current situation is so in need of
immediate action.
23 23/02/2020 14:22 PM . This question can only be fully answered with detailed
ID: 136448184
demographic modelling, but at least one can say that
with an ageing population more housing geared to old
people will be needed.
answered

23

skipped

3

8. Where in Orkney should it be located?
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
In our existing towns and villages,
1 near to services, education and
employment

82.61%

19

2 In the countryside

39.13%

9
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8. Where in Orkney should it be located?
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
3 On our non-linked islands

47.83%

11

4 Other locations (please specify below)

8.70%

2

answere
d

23

skipped

3

Analysi
Mean:
s
Varianc
e:

3.3
9

Std.
Deviation:

2.3
6

5.5
9

Std. Error:

0.4
9

Satisfaction
Rate:

53.6
2

Comments: (11)
1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM Towns and villages in the non-linked isles.
ID: 135548682
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Not in Kirkwall
ID: 135590906
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Sustainable communities has to be taken in a wider
ID: 135591934
context than just maintaining population. The carbon
footprint of a person living in the countryside is so much
higher than someone in a town, as well as the extra cost
to the Council to collect bands, provide school transport,
and other costs.
4 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Everywhere
ID: 135633454
5 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Difficult really to comment as it should be where the
ID: 135664274
demand is. If the internal ferry service was improved and
there was further growth in the salmon industry (or other
sea fish farming) then the need may well be in the non link
isles.
6 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Wherever housing is needed to sustain communities but
ID: 135697468
adaptation to the impacts of climate change must be
considered. For example, the long term implications of
52

8. Where in Orkney should it be located?
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
development at the outer reaches of islands likely to be
fragmented by sea level rise and erosion must be carefully
considered.
7 14/02/2020 11:57 AM re the non-linked islands - this is only if people can be
ID: 135730957
persuaded to live there. And they won't unless there are
opportunities for employment either there or elsewhere
in Orkney that is reliably accessible. So major investment
in local ferry services would be needed. More frequent
and faster.
8 14/02/2020 12:09 PM Some housing in the countryside is a real eyesore. Council
ID: 135728943
housing in Dounby is awful
9 14/02/2020 13:15 PM Extend Braeburn court is one suggestion.
ID: 135736882
Most residential care facilities are full and all have waiting
lists. People are blocking beds in the Balfour as the cannot
go into residential care,. A more improved home care
service is needed too. Waiting lists. Not enough staff etc.
10 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Policy MUST support development throughout Orkney,
ID: 135812081
and enable demand-led development throughout
communities.
Current planning policy has constrained land supply and
driven up prices, and has slowed development output
11 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Too much housing in Orkney is spread around the
ID: 136448184
countryside. There are fields in the middle of Stromness,
yet new houses being built in ribbon developments along
roads and ridges out of town. Bad planning! Houses
should be located to minimise need for transport.
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9. What type of housing is needed?
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
Energy efficient housing that is
1 adaptable for future changes in
circumstances

78.26%

18

2 Family homes

21.74%

5

3 Homes for single occupancy

13.04%

3

4 Homes where people can work from

0.00%

0

5 Homes for first time homeowners

26.09%

6

6 Homes for retirement and co-living

13.04%

3

Any other type of homes (please
specify below)

21.74%

5

answere
d

23

skipped

3

7

Analysi
Mean:
s
Varianc
e:

5.22

Std.
Deviation:

4.1
9

17.5
9

Std. Error:

0.8
7

Satisfaction
Rate:

57.9
7

Comments: (12)
1 12/02/2020 10:29 AM All types and tenures.
ID: 135590906
2 12/02/2020 11:13 AM All of the above. Your survey does not seem to permit
ID: 135597034
more than one option which is strange.
Also gateway housing for specific employment needs e.g.
social care, early years
3 12/02/2020 18:03 PM All of them
ID: 135633454
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9. What type of housing is needed?
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
4 12/02/2020 20:36 PM i think all of the above required!
ID: 135641237
5 14/02/2020 11:19 AM Why have you insisted that there is only one answer to
ID: 135725546
this question? Surely to goodness one size does not fit all.
6 14/02/2020 11:57 AM I would think almost all of the above! Certainly all new
ID: 135730957
homes built should be constructed to very high energy
efficiency standards and these should be specified at the
planning stage and inspections carried out to ensure this
has been done.
7 14/02/2020 13:15 PM All of the above
ID: 135736882
8 16/02/2020 13:03 PM All of the above. Housing will be provided on a demandID: 135812081
led basis and will cater for the needs of the population as
required at that time
9 16/02/2020 17:45 PM All of the above
ID: 135820464
10 21/02/2020 12:47 PM All the above
ID: 136218913
11 21/02/2020 14:46 PM All of the above.
ID: 136223330
12 23/02/2020 14:22 PM All of the above, but to an extent only demographic
ID: 136448184
changes can indicate.
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10. How can we attract more people to make Orkney their home?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

22

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM Provide high quality jobs and services and continue to
ID: 135548682
provide excellent education and healthcare. We must
continue to support our cultural events and institutions
along with sports and recreational facilities.
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Build quality
ID: 135590906
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Council salaries should be more closely aligned (if not
ID: 135591934
better) than the other island authorities. Currently we lag
behind. We need to be sure we have a message of
protecting the things that are good in Orkney – our
countryside, historic sites, historic buildings – rather than
being too focused on being 'open for business', often at
the cost of these great assets.
4 12/02/2020 11:13 AM Stop the UK and Scottish Governments from ignoring our
ID: 135597034
digital connectivity needs. We should have equity now
with other areas.
5 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Avoid comments such as 'Cuckoo in the Nest'; 'incomers';
ID: 135633454
'etc - all used recently by elected members.
Added to that is jobs and encouraging wages.
6 12/02/2020 20:36 PM ensure there is housing to accommodate new workforce,
ID: 135641237
plus appropriate levels of high quality employment
7 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Improved services, including connectivity and broadband.
ID: 135664274
8 13/02/2020 19:04 PM By providing good quality jobs, good education, resisting
ID: 135697468
and tackling social inequality, good social and sports
facilities and excellent connectivity and transport links.
9 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Affordable
ID: 135725386
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10. How can we attract more people to make Orkney their home?
Response Response
Percent
Total
10 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Enable local communities to respond to their needs and
ID: 135726854
to not be managed by a centralised authority.
11 14/02/2020 11:19 AM There has to be a way of making it less attractive to rich
ID: 135725546
southerners who come here and put locals out of the
housing market, benefit from free bus passes having not
paid in and put pressure on the NHS. Put a stop to
uninhabited second homes - they have to be rented out
in the absence of their owners. This will make it a more
attractive place for young folk to stay rather than feeling
they have to move away.
12 14/02/2020 11:57 AM Is that what you really want to do? Obviously no-one
ID: 135730957
wants to see the islands deserted, but that's not gong to
happen. Population has remained largely stable over the
last 15 years to my knowledge, is there reason to think it
will decline in future years? Island life is not for everyone
and people who want to live here I think by and large find
their way here. Improve life for the people you've got,
rather than try and attract more.
13 14/02/2020 12:09 PM Do we need more people in Orkney? Employment
ID: 135728943
opportunities are needed to keep our own folk here. The
high-tech industries based on energy production are an
obvious area that could be developed, and could
persuade skilled workers in as well as providing work for
the present population.
14 14/02/2020 13:15 PM More home available for rent as there is a massive
ID: 135736882
shortage and many people cannot afford to purchase
property
15 14/02/2020 13:24 PM Provide enough suitable housing,
ID: 135738899
Ensure there are work opportunities in the isles and rural
areas so that everybody doesn't just want to live in the
towns.
Improve connectivity across the county.
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10. How can we attract more people to make Orkney their home?
Response Response
Percent
Total
16 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Orkney has very good connectivity by air, a high standard
ID: 135812081
of living in general, and low crime rates. We must create
more high-wage employment to enable suitable
population growth
17 16/02/2020 17:45 PM I don't think we need to. It is already attractive IF you can
ID: 135820464
find housing.
The only way to make the Isles more attractive is to
provide better and faster ferries + gateway housing and
employment
18 17/02/2020 11:57 AM Perhaps advertise more and steer it away from holiday
ID: 135847641
makers and more for long time living.
19 19/02/2020 13:34 PM I'm not sure that is a desirable goal.
ID: 136080374
20 21/02/2020 12:47 PM Develop industries which allow people to earn a living.
ID: 136218913
21 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Its good to attract new people but we should also focus
ID: 136223330
on retaining young people and giving them opportunities.
Enabling development and delivering housing at more
affordable levels through increasing supply is a win win
and helps to slow unsustainable property price hikes.
22 23/02/2020 14:22 PM . Advertise jobs in the south. Keep people here.
ID: 136448184
answered

22

skipped

4

5. Orkney’s Economy
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11. What existing sector(s) do you think could play a role in Orkney’s future? Select up
to three.
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
1

Agriculture

30.43%

7

2

Fishing

8.70%

2

3

Fish farming

21.74%

5

4

Energy – oil and gas

4.35%

1

5

Energy – renewable

65.22%

15

6

Construction

4.35%

1

7

Tourism

73.91%

17

8

Third Sector (Charity)

8.70%

2

9

Public Sector (Council
and Health)

34.78%

8

10

Any others (please
specify below)

17.39%

4

answere
d

23

skipped

3

Analysi
Mean:
s
Varianc
e:

15.57

Std.
Deviation:

277.0
Std. Error:
6

16.6 Satisfaction
5
Rate:
3.47

14
3

Comments: (11)
1 12/02/2020 10:30 AM The three selected should not work in isolation. Tourism
ID: 135591934
can be as much about Orkney's renewable story, as well as
our rich historic past. Farming of course has a key role to
play in the appearance of the countryside, but that should
be focused on the environment as much as production.
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11. What existing sector(s) do you think could play a role in Orkney’s future? Select up
to three.
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
2 12/02/2020 11:13 AM We should disinvest in fossil fuel economy
ID: 135597034
3 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Marine
ID: 135633454
4 12/02/2020 20:36 PM really all of the above, three is too restrictive
ID: 135641237
5 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Oil has been good for Orkney but we need to transition
ID: 135697468
out of that and into non-polluting technologies and
industries as soon as we can sensibly do that.
6 14/02/2020 11:19 AM The land used to feed animals would be much more
ID: 135725546
efficiently used to grow plants for human consumption.
The ocean is now so polluted I can't understand how
anyone wants to eat fish - you are just consuming toxins.
We can no longer justify making money out of harm to
animals and the environment. Renewables are only an
option if there is no danger to marine life and birds. Green
tourism should be the only option for the future.
7 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Having to pick from three is not possible, as all of the
ID: 135812081
above sectors are essential economically for Orkney, and
will continue to be for the coming decades
8 16/02/2020 17:45 PM This is a stupid question. With the exception of oil and gas
ID: 135820464
which is in terminal decline, all the others have a role in
sustainable future.
9 21/02/2020 12:47 PM All the above except fish farming. Fish farming isn't a
ID: 136218913
sustainable business in Orkney at high volumes and while I
expect that it can continue to make a contribution it needs
to be smaller than it currently is.
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11. What existing sector(s) do you think could play a role in Orkney’s future? Select up
to three.
Respons
Respons
e
e Total
Percent
10 21/02/2020 14:46 PM All of the above
ID: 136223330
11 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Obviously all will have a role, with possible exception of oil
ID: 136448184
and gas. I’ve ticked what I think will be the most important
employers.

12. What sector(s), new or existing do you think could play a role in Orkney’s future?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1 Open-Ended Question

100.00%

18

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM IT/Data/Communications
ID: 135548682
O&G Decommissioning
Further/Higher Education - HW, RGU, UHI etc..
The Arts
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Research and innovation
ID: 135590906
Marine
Tourism (Particularly winter)
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Transport
ID: 135591934
4 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Marine generally has huge opportunity (ferries, harbour
ID: 135633454
ops, marine tourism, offshore support, diving, marine
renewables support, offshore wind construction, LNG
bunkering, yachting, fishing, fish farms etc)
5 12/02/2020 20:36 PM we need to retain diverstity
ID: 135641237
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12. What sector(s), new or existing do you think could play a role in Orkney’s future?
Response Response
Percent
Total
6 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Marine generally. Provision of dry dock facilities, deep
ID: 135664274
water pierage and support services to anchored rigs etc.
specifically.
7 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Energy
ID: 135697468
8 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Renewable
ID: 135725386
9 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Digital dot.com and the renewable energies
ID: 135726854
10 14/02/2020 11:19 AM The promotion of green tourism, with minimal impact on
ID: 135725546
the environment.
11 14/02/2020 11:57 AM Education. Develop UHI (OC) much more and attract
ID: 135730957
more students from outwith the islands.
12 14/02/2020 12:09 PM See above. Brexit and climate change make predictions
ID: 135728943
unreliable. All of the above categories play a part and the
three selected will continue to play a prominent role. I
would like to see high-tech developments: make us the
'Silicon Islands'
13 14/02/2020 13:15 PM Renewables
ID: 135736882
Tourism.
14 14/02/2020 13:24 PM Niche markets which don't require living in big towns or
ID: 135738899
cities could be important. E.g. Orkney crafts etc
15 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Renewable energy R&D, agriculture, fishing and fishID: 135812081
farming are essential.
Construction is essential to enable these industries to
grow, and to service the housing and infrastructure
growth
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12. What sector(s), new or existing do you think could play a role in Orkney’s future?
Response Response
Percent
Total
16 17/02/2020 11:57 AM As above
ID: 135847641
17 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Manufacturing
ID: 136223330
Media
Fabrication
Retail
Crafts
Marine maintenance
18 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Apart from the above, only possible new one I see is a
ID: 136448184
change to novel forms of agriculture.
answered

18

skipped

8

13. What infrastructure is needed to support economic growth?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

19

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM High speed internet connectivity and mobile
ID: 135548682
communications.
Ports, piers, and ferries both internal and external.
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM flexibility as the unknown is more likely than what we
ID: 135590906
predict. We need flexibility.
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Better public transport connections on the Scottish
ID: 135591934
mainland would make a big difference in sustainable
travel to Orkney. And as stated above, facilities to allow
local processing of local food.
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13. What infrastructure is needed to support economic growth?
Response Response
Percent
Total
4 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Much better and more marine infrastructure
ID: 135633454
5 12/02/2020 20:36 PM new homes, new transport infrastructure, new piers and
ID: 135641237
to maintain quality of infrastrucure
6 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Better broadband.
ID: 135664274
7 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Power and communication connections.
ID: 135697468
8 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Power cable connecting the grid to Orkney
ID: 135725386
9 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Dedicated renewable energy research facilities. Links
ID: 135726854
with major developers and academics
10 14/02/2020 11:19 AM Why do you assume that economic growth is necessarily
ID: 135725546
a good thing? I think you might find that this assumption
is why the planet is being systematically destroyed. If
money is always seen as the most important
consideration, the human race as we know it will not be
sustainable.
11 14/02/2020 11:57 AM As before, - better roads and ferries. Up to date
ID: 135730957
communication links. Also an Orkney energy company
generating its own electricity for internal consumption
rather than selling into the grid.
12 14/02/2020 12:09 PM See previous replies
ID: 135728943
13 14/02/2020 13:15 PM ?
ID: 135736882
14 14/02/2020 13:24 PM Adequate, environmentally sustainable transport links
ID: 135738899
with mainland Scotland and IT connectivity.
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13. What infrastructure is needed to support economic growth?
Response Response
Percent
Total
15 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Increase in R&D activity, R&D investment in Flotta. We
ID: 135812081
must create new sustainable jobs of suitable high value
that will in-turn stimulate future growth in other sectors
16 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Grid connections, re-tasking of Flotta to non fossil fuels,
ID: 135820464
faster (low carbon) ferries, fibre, 5G, multiple fuel
supplies at ports, district heating.
17 21/02/2020 12:47 PM More electricity network capacity.
ID: 136218913
Better more efficient and environmentally friendly ferries
running more frequent services.
18 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Improved drainage systems
ID: 136223330
Improved roads
Better communication infrastructure
Improved, more fuel efficient marine transport
Alternatives to providing under utilised and heavily
subsidised bus services.
19 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Growth should be becoming a dirty word! We are on a
ID: 136448184
small and finite planet which is grossly overpopulated.
answered

19

skipped

7

6. Orkney’s Special Character

14. Where are Orkney’s special places?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1 Open-Ended Question

100.00%

23
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14. Where are Orkney’s special places?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM Everywhere!
ID: 135548682
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM All
ID: 135590906
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Kirkwall town centre, Brinkie's Brae, the North Ronaldsay
ID: 135591934
lighthouse
4 12/02/2020 11:13 AM It is all special - so many interdependencies that you
ID: 135597034
cannot really differentiate.
5 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Scapa Flow
ID: 135633454
Hoy
North Isles
Neolithic Orkney
West coastline
Beaches
6 12/02/2020 20:36 PM pretty much all of orkney in one way shape or form.
ID: 135641237
7 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Everywhere. We all have our own opinions about what
ID: 135664274
makes Orkney special. Most people would think about
the natural environment but our built environment is also
special and we're continually improving it.
8 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Everywhere, Kirkwall, Stromness, country settlements
ID: 135697468
and the isles are all important and it would not benefit
Orkney as a whole if locations or communities are left
behind.
From the point of view of personal enjoyment special
places would be the sea, the coast or on the less
developed parts of islands like Hoy or Westray.
Maybe a balance can be struck between the two
sentences above!
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14. Where are Orkney’s special places?
Response Response
Percent
Total
9 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Coastal views, open landscape
ID: 135725386
10 14/02/2020 10:34 AM No idea
ID: 135726854
11 14/02/2020 11:19 AM The ones that have not yet been discovered by the
ID: 135725546
masses - Happy Valley, Binsgarth, St Olav's Wood, Cata
Sands, Waulkmill Bay, anywhere that is not inundated by
tourists.
12 14/02/2020 11:57 AM So many - some of the archaeological sites. The
ID: 135730957
Cathedral. Eday. The cliffs at Yesnaby. The Italian Chapel.
And many more.
13 14/02/2020 12:09 PM - All archaeological sites: the neolithic heart in particular
ID: 135728943
has attracted international attention.
- Our wildest areas, in particular coastal sites: Marwick
Head, the Old Man, Noup Head, Brough of Deerness,
Brough of Birsay.
- RSPB reserves
- Oldest parts of Stromness and the Hope. The cathedral
- Tankerness House museum
- Firth Park
- The Reel, for its role in promoting live music and
learning
- A mention here for the library, too, both the Kirkwall
site and as a service as a whole
14 14/02/2020 13:15 PM All of it.
ID: 135736882
15 14/02/2020 13:24 PM All of Orkney is special!
ID: 135738899
16 15/02/2020 09:06 AM places with wild life by the sea
ID: 135775841
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14. Where are Orkney’s special places?
Response Response
Percent
Total
17 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Historic sites, but also generally all across the islands are
ID: 135812081
special in their own respective ways
18 16/02/2020 17:45 PM ... really?
ID: 135820464
19 17/02/2020 11:57 AM
ID: 135847641
Everywhere is special to someone and Orkney as a whole
is special. It needs to be treated well and taken care of,
particularly our small islands which may be at risk.
20 19/02/2020 13:34 PM The entire coast and the wide open rural areas.
ID: 136080374
21 21/02/2020 12:47 PM Far too many to mention individually but the National
ID: 136218913
scenic area in the West Mainland and northern Hoy
should be protected.
22 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Orkney itself is a special place, made so by its people.
ID: 136223330
23 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Obviously the heart of Neolithic Orkney and other
ID: 136448184
archaeological sites, the palaces and cathedral.
Also nature reserves and especially seabird colonies.
The beautiful coastline with lovely sandy bays, striking
cliffs and offshore stacks.
answered

23

skipped

3
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15. How can we improve, protect and strengthen the special character of Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

20

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM Better management of visitors
ID: 135548682
Maintain and protect our built and natural heritage
Foster and maintain our culture and traditions
Provide high quality services and buildings for residents
and visitors
2 12/02/2020 10:29 AM Keep the scatter of houses and allow people to build for
ID: 135590906
the best locations
3 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Protect the countryside from housing and business
ID: 135591934
development. Encourage farming to protect the
biodiversity and appearance of the countryside rather
than a sole focus on production. Ensure our historic
buildings are all protected and encouraged to be brought
back into use – not just limited to buildings that have
designations. Encourage small pockets of tree planting –
the Binscarth and Happy Valley of the future.
4 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Share it with others - avoid insularity
ID: 135633454
5 12/02/2020 20:36 PM ensure well managed development can take place
ID: 135641237
6 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Make sure all decisions taken by local authority, and
ID: 135664274
private individuals, are well considered and scrutinised
with half an eye on the unplanned consequences.
7 13/02/2020 19:04 PM Increase contact with, and appreciation of, nature.
ID: 135697468
Ensure that housing does not discourage out of town
activities. This could be by not providing space for
traditional islands interests and activities. That might be
space for a shed, space for a small boat, space to
maintain bicycles or space to allow an electric car to be
charged.
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15. How can we improve, protect and strengthen the special character of Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
8 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Infastructure
ID: 135725386
9 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Future proof the county with fibre to the premise
ID: 135726854
broadband facilities.
10 14/02/2020 11:19 AM If you have to have cruise liners, only allow those which
ID: 135725546
are carbon neutral and that have no more than 800
passengers.
Put notices on all cruise liners, all ferries, all buses and
coaches, all airports, all websites, that the special
character of Orkney will only be maintained if visitors are
respectful and attentive. Many people are not guilty of
wilful damage, just thoughtlessness. For example camper
van owners who do what they call ""Wild camping""
which means they park anywhere they choose, with no
thought to the damage to the ground, the pressure on
public toilets and litter bins, the increase in road traffic,
the refusal to put a single penny into the local economy.
We could put a stop to this, by insisting you can't book a
camper van on a ferry without a booking at a campsite.
But no-one is prepared to do this, so all we can do is to
appeal to people's better nature, and alert them to the
consequences of their refusal to be aware of the unique
nature of our environment.
You could restrict access to vulnerable sites like the Ring
of Brodgar, and encourage people to go to other less
famous sites. If something isn't done, this site will either
be ruined or will necessitate a fence being built around it,
which will also ruin it.
11 14/02/2020 11:57 AM Restrict the cruise traffic.
ID: 135730957
Invest sensibly in maintaining the built heritage as well as
access to the countryside, and check that this is
maintained. eg the marked footpaths on all the maps of
Stronsay are largely inaccessible due to being overgrown
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15. How can we improve, protect and strengthen the special character of Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
or having gates placed across them. The circular Burray
walk is now impossible because the owners of Hunda
have blocked access to their land by Ladywater. There is a
similar problem on Shapinsay The path to the bird hide at
Barnhouse is rotting and overgrown and the hide itself in
a bad state of repair. I'm sure these are not the only
examples. This should all be checked on an annual basis,
to ensure good access for tourists and locals alike.
12 14/02/2020 12:09 PM See many of the previous responses. Wind farms need
ID: 135728943
careful siting to keep them away from the special places
if possible.
13 14/02/2020 13:15 PM Invest in the place more wisely.
ID: 135736882
Ask public opinion about spending
Invest in our tourism...not just cruise liners but real
tourists.
Achieve more from cruise liners. They are mainly seen as
an inconvenience to Orcadians. But there must be more
we can do to achieve a better more success. More time
spent in the local towns and villages instead of Kirkwall,
or Skara Brae. But better tours of st Margaret's Hope for
eg. Don't just bus people somewhere. Let them wander
about for ten mins and then get back on the bus to return
them to the ship. It's such a missed opportunity. Invest in
more staff employed by the council to work with the
tourism industry sector. If tourist enjoy their time here.
They will keep coming back. If they keep coming back
they may decide to move here.
14 14/02/2020 13:24 PM Make balancing the needs of the local population and
ID: 135738899
tourism a key factor in decision making.
Make sure we hammer home the special nature of living
and working in places like Orkney to anybody who will
listen.
We also need to make sure we don't lose that thing
integral to being an Orcadian - our Orkney dialect. It can
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15. How can we improve, protect and strengthen the special character of Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
seem that in some places in Orkney now this is being lost
at (to me) an alarming rate and it is such a shame.
15 16/02/2020 13:03 PM Develop sensitively by affordably
ID: 135812081
16 16/02/2020 17:45 PM Notice it, celebrate it, use it.
ID: 135820464
Listen to the community. Good ideas come from across
the county, not just from within School Place or Queen
St, so many OIC staff need to learn the art of
collaboration.
17 17/02/2020 11:57 AM
ID: 135847641
Again, listen to those who live here. Tourism is a big
thing, but it is those who have their homes and
livelihoods here who need to be looked after as they are
here when tourists are not.
18 19/02/2020 13:34 PM Limit the development of windfarms and promote tidal
ID: 136080374
energy.
Show respect to the land, wildlife and history of the Isles.
19 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Let its people thrive.
ID: 136223330
20 23/02/2020 14:22 PM Greater control over liner passengers and day trippers
ID: 136448184
from John O’Groats to spread them out and limit
numbers. I have seen 10 coaches at Skara Brae.
Some old liners are extremely polluting and we should
not allow them here.
We should invest in facilities to sell liners power while
they are in Hatston
answered

20
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15. How can we improve, protect and strengthen the special character of Orkney?
Response Response
Percent
Total
skipped

6

16. How can we plan good access and good facilities for recreation, leisure and sports
on our land and in our coastal areas, ensuring that there is good access to the sea?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

18

1 11/02/2020 15:37 PM Engage meaningfully with our communities. Develop
ID: 135548682
plans and set priorities in conjunction with them rather
than for them.
2 12/02/2020 10:30 AM Public transport, controlling other development to
ID: 135591934
ensure the land and coastal areas are still attractive
places to visit, allow community-based development such
as slipways.
3 12/02/2020 18:03 PM Have some decent recreational facilities (marinas,
ID: 135633454
slipways etc); a significant Ranger service; tour guides; a
good public transport service; HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION including campsites and campa van
sites
4 12/02/2020 20:36 PM through the planning system, working with stakeholders
ID: 135641237
5 13/02/2020 10:40 AM Full and robust consultation with the whole community.
ID: 135664274
6 13/02/2020 19:04 PM All planning close to the sea should be made with due
ID: 135697468
regard to expected sea level rise. As the effects of climate
change are understood and coastlines are re-drawn, the
need for storage and access to the sea for all users,
commercial and recreational should be taken into
account.
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16. How can we plan good access and good facilities for recreation, leisure and sports
on our land and in our coastal areas, ensuring that there is good access to the sea?
Response Response
Percent
Total
Not all groups recreational groups who use the sea will
be easy to engage with, or even identify but efforts
should be made to fully assess the numbers involved and
the space and access needed by these groups. Currently
recreational groups manage to work around each other
but tensions that already exist between commercial and
recreational users seem likely to become worse as
recreational use increases.
7 14/02/2020 10:12 AM Encourage and extend
ID: 135725386
8 14/02/2020 10:34 AM Better integrated and coordinated inter and on/off island
ID: 135726854
transport solutions.
9 14/02/2020 11:19 AM Make people more aware of where the good beaches
ID: 135725546
are.
Prosecute any cruise liners or platforms that are found to
be polluting the sea (there has been an explosion in the
amount of plastic waste on Waulkmill Bay since those
platforms appeared in Scapa Flow).
When I discovered vast amounts of asbestos on Scapa
Beach, in an area encouraging kids to Pick Up 3 Pieces, I
told Environmental Health and they weren't interested. I
find it odd that we are happy to encourage children to
play with asbestos.
10 14/02/2020 11:57 AM Planning. Get the overall priorities sorted out first and
ID: 135730957
decide what they are and where they should be. Find out
what is really needed and where. Plan it build it,
sustainably, check back frequently to ensure the work is
in accordance with the plan. Adapt the plan as
circumstances change. Once facilities are built remember
to maintain them properly and staff them with people
who are properly qualified and trained. Build these
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16. How can we plan good access and good facilities for recreation, leisure and sports
on our land and in our coastal areas, ensuring that there is good access to the sea?
Response Response
Percent
Total
ongoing costs into the budget. Don't build something
really good - like the Orkneyinga Saga Centre in Orphir
and then let it fall apart from lack of investment. The last
few times we were there it smelt damp, looked neglected
and I can't remember how many years it is since we saw
the video working.
11 14/02/2020 12:09 PM A bit of a mess of a question, this! 'How can we plan...?' ID: 135728943
the answer is to have knowledgeable councillors and
officials. But this probably should read 'How can we
provide good...'
Modern building planning has provision for most types of
disability access, if that is what the question means again, the wording is vague. Access to coastal areas is an
odd category to tack onto this question as the issues are
totally different.
Access to coastal areas is a tricky one, because if we start
building roads and wheelchair ramps and the like we risk
spoiling the natural beauty of the areas. Possibly
wheelchair and partially-sighted access to Scapa beach
would be appreciated, along with more parking - the area
is not really 'wild' and unspoiled anyway. The better road
to the Brough of Gurness was a good move.
12 16/02/2020 13:03 PM This already exists, right around Orkney.
ID: 135812081
Investment in recreation and leisure should be prioritised
if any improvement is to happen (not at present a high
local authority priority)
13 16/02/2020 17:45 PM There will be places where we cannot. Keeping the sea
ID: 135820464
out will be a major challenge.
14 17/02/2020 11:57 AM
ID: 135847641
We need to look at boat and bus timetables as there is no
point in having these recreational facilities if only folk on
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16. How can we plan good access and good facilities for recreation, leisure and sports
on our land and in our coastal areas, ensuring that there is good access to the sea?
Response Response
Percent
Total
the Mainland can use them. As an example, the last boat
to Graemsay is 5.45pm and 9.30pm on Friday which
doesn’t allow for anyone there to attend any of these .
Once again, start talking and listening to the people who
live here, and who are still here in spite of the many
problems. We are here because we love the place but our
lives could be better with a wee bit of thought and some
money being spent ......because we ARE worth it!
15 19/02/2020 13:34 PM Just maintain the infrastructure which exists.
ID: 136080374
16 21/02/2020 12:47 PM Maintain the existing small harbour infrastructure and
ID: 136218913
ensure that is kept up to date and relevant.
17 21/02/2020 14:46 PM Think about what is needed and where - liaise with sports
ID: 136223330
clubs, community groups and schools, identify needs and
locations.
18 23/02/2020 14:22 PM More pavements and cycle paths along busy bits of road
ID: 136448184
(e.g. Maeshowe to Stenness and Brodgar). Cycling is
popular and very dangerous on our main roads. I hope
someone doesn’t have to die to make the point...
More public conveniences are badly needed in tourist
hotspots: Italian chapel, Brodgar, South end of
Stromness, Yesnaby.
answered

18

skipped

8
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17. Do you have any other comments to make about the subjects in this survey?
Response Response
Percent
Total
1

Open-Ended Question

100.00%

11

1 13/02/2020 10:40 AM No
ID: 135664274
2 13/02/2020 19:04 PM No
ID: 135697468
3 14/02/2020 10:12 AM No
ID: 135725386
4 14/02/2020 11:19 AM I'm glad you're asking the questions. But I do wonder
ID: 135725546
how much notice you will take of answers that don't fit in
with your own agenda. I have given feedback on all sorts
of issues for many years, and can't think of an example of
anything I've said having any impact at all. When it comes
to climate change, this is your last chance, and I know I'm
not the only one who knows this. Sometimes it's not the
number of people who say something that is the most
significant aspect, but what they are saying. Please listen.
The future of Orkney and everyone who lives here
depends on you taking it seriously.
5 14/02/2020 11:57 AM Don't just build - maintain!
ID: 135730957
6 14/02/2020 12:09 PM Will there be an anonymised compilation of answers
ID: 135728943
available anywhere?
The survey could have been trimmed down because
some questions overlapped - you don't want to irritate
your respondents by repetition.
7 16/02/2020 17:45 PM I wonder where the contents will go.
ID: 135820464
I also wonder about the coverage of it since it seems to
not have been publicised.
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17. Do you have any other comments to make about the subjects in this survey?
Response Response
Percent
Total
8 17/02/2020 11:57 AM No
ID: 135847641
9 19/02/2020 13:34 PM Sometimes it seems that the folk who make the decisions
ID: 136080374
here in Orkney do not understand how special a place it
is. Continual striving for 'bigger and better' does not
necessarily improve the quality of life.
10 21/02/2020 12:47 PM We need to balance economic activities with
ID: 136218913
preservation of the best scenery. However the most
important thing is that we play our part in tacking the
world wide climate emergency.
11 23/02/2020 14:22 PM These are very uncertain times for Orkney agriculture,
ID: 136448184
with its reliance for profit on subsidies from the EU and
its almost total concentration on producing red meat,
criticised on both health and environmental grounds. I
believe tourism has already overtaken agriculture both as
an employer and as a contributer to the Orkney
economy. We should recognise that fact and build on it,
whatever happens to subsidies.
answered

11

skipped

15
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