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Apologies for the rushed nature of this submission  
- I was alerted at the last minute to the call for ideas! 

 
Caveat: I want to state that my stance here is not business orientated - ie. I am not doing 
this so I sell more tiny houses!  I am a craftsman and only produce two a year and do not 

plan to expand this business! 



What is a Tiny House and why should it be part of our 
Planning Future? 

Tiny Houses as I build them are typically 20-50 square meters, timber frame bespoke 

small dwellings which despite being of ‘caravan’ status are substantially engineered and 

super-insulated with Passivhaus inspired ideas which make them very low energy or 

net-zero depending on the set up.  They are very far from sheds, glamping pods or the 

sort of mobile homes we are used to and are intended for full time occupation by those 

who choose to live in a more modest, sustainable way.  They are a million miles away 

from the thousands of square feet ‘trophy houses’ from the era of Grand Designs! 

They are ideal for rural situations (or urban infill) echoing the quintessential ‘cabin in 

the woods’ that was primordial SHELTER but updated with long life premium materials 

and allowing expression through art and craft. 

Smaller means more efficient with a variation of Passivhaus ideas allowing net zero or 

better with little effort.  Smaller does not have to mean ‘cheap and cheerful’ - it means 

greater attention to detail with bespoke design and high quality materials at an 

affordable price.  Smaller means less materials with better construction detailing and 

use of sustainable materials as well as materials which consider a long lifespan for the 

dwelling. 

 



1. What development will we need to address climate change? 

 Architecture which addresses energy use, energy conservation, diverse housing needs. 

·      Realising the scope for a smaller more modest dwelling form = Tiny House 

 

Tiny Houses are easily moveable and leave no trace. 

Tiny Houses conform to the ‘Caravan’ definition but in no way need to be brash, 

character-less or have the proclivities of typical caravans which deteriorate quickly to 

become a blot on the landscape.  Many Highlands and Islands Councils have 

acknowledged the almost unavoidable necessity of static caravans in the rural and 

crofting landscape - but no one has considered using a better alternative. 

 

  

  



2. How can planning best support our quality of life, health and 
wellbeing in the future? 

 By considering the addition of an extra housing type to the planning spectrum. 

Tiny Houses represent a different way of living with the potential to be closer to nature 

if sited in a discreet rural situation. 

·      Wellbeing - creating a house which allows a simpler more sustainable lifestyle 

directly influences the occupants’ wellbeing.  In addition the wellbeing derived from 

living in perfect, carefully designed and customised micro architecture. 

 

·      Physical health - Tiny Houses are custom built around the needs of their owner. This 

allows thorough consideration of their living requirements lending to greater 

satisfaction with the built result and a closer dovetailing of health matters from 

accessibility to issues such as using natural materials or mould/asthma type irritations. 

  

  

  



3. What does planning need to do to enable development and 
investment in our economy to benefit everyone? 

This can be achieved by allowing a smaller house type within the planning 
curriculum with sizes between 20 and 50 sq meters: 

Currently there is a gap between ‘Caravan’ and ‘House’ - 
the former tending to be a form of temporary living with the 
added complication of the grey area surrounding static 
caravans and permanent occupation. 
 
 

 

 
In some ways there is already a precedent set for tiny houses with Scottish 
Hutting see 1000 huts.org - albeit these are intended for leisure use only and 
do not advocate my level of construction specifications - having already 
passed this into the planning environment (Feb 2017) and also gained 
Building Control advisories.  

https://www.thousandhuts.org/


4. How can planning improve, protect and strengthen the special 
character of our places? 

The availability and legality of the Tiny House as an acceptable dwelling type would 

allow: 

Rural communities which often suffer the problems of second home ownership which 

then leads through house price rises to the exclusion of local youngsters growing 

through education to working age and staying in their community: 

IDEA: A community village plot with several tiny houses ring-fenced for local youngsters 

as a first step on the property ladder. 

Tiny Houses can facilitate alternative social societal uses such as the Social Bite village 

in Granton, Edinburgh which has 11 Tiny Houses and a community hub building sited on 

land provided by Edinburgh Council on a short term lease (3-5 years) prior to 

commercial development.  The houses can be moved to a similar site as and when 

required. 

 

 

  



5. What infrastructure is needed? 

  

Greater freedom for people who want to own a plot of land and live on it in a 
building which suits their lifestyle of choice - low impact, sustainable, possibly 
involving self sufficient, possibly with renewable energy generation. 

Tiny Houses are obviously not suggested as a panacea for all cases! But I 
believe they have a significant part to play in the future housing landscape for 
certain people who choose to live in their own way, lightly and beautifully on the 
land.Tiny Houses have found great traction through the developing Tiny House 

Movement in the USA over the last 10 years or so - they have offered an alternative to 

‘trailer-park’ RV’s as an alternative living method.  Due to campaigning they have 

started to be accepted into Building Code in some States. 

Tiny houses (the way I design them) are positive additions to the built or rural 

environment because they are conceived as living works of art.  

 

 


