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1. Representation 

1.1 Background & Introduction 

1.1.1 This representation is submitted by the GFG Alliance to the Scottish Government, in response to 

the Government’s invitation for participation in early engagement on National Planning Framework 

4 (NPF4) and a ‘Call for Ideas’.  The representation specifically addresses a proposed National 

Development to be included within NPF4. 

1.1.2 It has been prepared by David Bell Planning Ltd in association with Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) and 

Galbraiths.  The opportunity to help shape new policy and this early engagement is welcomed.   

1.1.3 Under the terms of The Planning (Scotland) Act 2019 NPF4 will incorporate Scottish Planning 

Policy (SPP) and the  status of NPF4 is to be elevated from a material consideration to part of the 

statutory “Development Plan” (together with the relevant Local Development Plan) increasing its 

importance.     

1.1.4 The various briefing notes provided by the Scottish Government to date on the NFP4 review 

process have been reviewed and various points have been noted from these which have assisted 

in framing this submission.  These include: 

• The proposed National Developments in NPF4 will be recognised as having the potential to 

help deliver the aims of the Scottish Government's long term Spatial Plan up to 2050.  In 

summary these are considered to be developments that the Scottish Ministers consider are 

needed for the future; 

 

• National Developments are aimed to provide certainty upfront for investors and businesses as 

well as local communities; 

 

• A National Development does not need to be one single large scale project but could relate to 

a number of smaller projects working together to deliver significant benefits and to make a 

significant contribution to "National Outcomes".    

1.1.5 We note the Guidance also makes reference to the position that even a single small project could 

potentially have a nationally significant impact which would mean it could merit designation as a 

National Development. 

1.1.6 Furthermore, it is noted that to ensure such status adds value [i.e. reference in NPF4], National 

Developments must have some aspect that requires permission or consent before construction can 

begin. 

1.1.7 It is also recognised that to benefit from National Development status, a National Development 

would need to be formally set out in a Statement of Need to be included in NFP4.  GFG would be 

pleased to assist the drafting of a specific Statement of Need as part of follow up engagement 

beyond this submission.   

1.1.8 Furthermore, a very important consideration is that the new NPF4 will have a much longer time 

horizon stretching out to 2050 and is to include fuller regional coverage with improved alignment 

with wider programmes and strategies, including on infrastructure and we note importantly, 

economic investment. 

1.1.9 It is also noted that NPF4 is to address the following high level Outcomes: 

• Meeting the housing needs of people. 

• Improving the health and well being of people. 

• Increasing the population of rural areas. 

• Improving equality and eliminating discrimination. 

• Meeting any targets relating to the reduction of emissions of greenhouse gases, and 
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• Securing positive effects for biodiversity. 

1.1.10 As part of the approach to the preparation of this representation, we have also reviewed the 

Background Information Notes made available on Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) topics which 

have to be addressed in the new NPF4 

1.1.11 In summary the proposed National Development set out in this representation comprises a 

package of investment – made up of inter-related and synergistic potential developments and 

included within these are Downstream Lochaber (Fort William) Smelter works / industrial expansion 

and a series of Rural Estate Regeneration projects and Renewable Energy Supply. 

1.1.12 Hereafter the package of projects is referred to as the “proposed National Development” (“PND”). 

1.2 Structure of Representation 

1.2.1 This representation is structured as follows: 

• Section 1.3 provides information on the GFG Alliance; 

• Given the new NPF4 will form part of the statutory Development Plan, Section 1.4 sets out the 

current Development Plan position which it is considered the proposed National Development 

recognition in NPF4 can build upon; 

• Section 1.5 describes and explains the proposed National Development being advanced; 

• Section 1.6 examines the proposed National Development against the National Development 

Criteria that have been set by the Scottish Government; and 

• Section 1.7 presents overall conclusions and recommendations. 

1.3 The GFG Alliance 

1.3.1 GFG Alliance is an alliance of global businesses, independent of each other yet united through 

family ownership and a commitment to build a new sustainable industrial ecosystem for the 21st 

century and beyond.  The GFG Alliance activity covers: 

• steel business with an integrated offering, ranging from the production of liquid steel made from 

raw and recycled materials through to the manufacturing of high value engineered steels and 

associated services.  

• aluminium enterprise, which brings together assets across the aluminium supply chain – from 

raw materials through to finished components.  

• renewable energy generation – playing a critical role as an enabler of GFG’s vision for the 

creation of sustainable industrial ecosystems.  

• Highland Estates which provides the ‘energy catchment’ for the industrial activity: comprising a 

vast natural capital asset comprising the three Estates of Glenshero, Mamore and 

Killiechonate, totalling in the order of 46,134 hectares (114,000 acres) – as illustrated in the 

plan below. 
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1.3.2 GFG’s purpose is to become the most sustainable industrial group in the sectors in which it 

operates – measured through a range of economic, social and environmental initiatives. 

1.3.3 The strategy is driven by four key trends – increasing demand for steel and aluminium, the urgent 

need to de-carbonise, the decline of industry in developed economies and the need to be globally 

competitive in a changing world. This strategy enables GFG to identify opportunities and drive 

positive change. 

1.3.4 This means modernising industrial sites that have been ‘left behind’ using new technologies and 

new operating models to create competitive businesses that can better serve customers and the 

communities within which they operate.  The GFG strategy applies renewable power and new 

breakthrough technologies to metal manufacturing to create environmentally and socially 

sustainable businesses that generate long business viability and provide secure industrial 

employment. 

1.3.5 GFG’s ‘CN30’ – Carbon Neutral by 2030 is an all-encompassing initiative that is driving the Group 

and industry transformation.  The initiative builds on its existing GREENSTEEL and 

GREENALUMINIUM strategies to become the first carbon neutral industrial group in the world by 

2030.  This success of this initiative will in turn make an important contribution to Scotland (and 

UK) legally binding targets for ‘net zero’ carbon and greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 and 2050 

respectively. 

1.3.6 GFG is therefore serious about the environmental impact of production. Manufacturing these two 

key industrial metals accounts for over 10% of all the world’s direct emissions from use of fossil 

fuels; as an industry GFG is stepping up to the challenge to mitigate this impact and to also 

decarbonise downstream related economic activity. 
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1.4 The Existing Development Plan Context 

The Development Plan 
 

1.4.1 It is considered important to set the PND in the context of the relevant statutory Development Plan.   

This is the West Highland and Islands Local Development Plan (LDP) (abbreviated to “WestPlan”) 

which sits alongside the Highland-wide Local Development Plan (HwLDP) and related 

Supplementary Guidance.   

1.4.2 WestPlan focuses on where development should and should not occur in the West Highland and 

Islands area over the next 20 years. The Plan area comprises Wester Ross, Skye and Lochalsh, 

Lochaber and a small, mountainous part of Badenoch. 

1.4.3 The WestPlan was formally adopted on 30th September 2019 following clearance from Scottish 

Ministers and was published on 15 November 2019.  

The Main Issues Report (Jan 2016) 
 

1.4.4 Before addressing the Development Plan documents, it is relevant to note some aspects of the 

earlier ‘Main Issues Report’ (MIR) which scoped out the issues in this region of Highland that the 

Development Plan would need to address.  The two matters of most relevance were housing land 

need and economic development. 

1.4.5 In terms of housing, the Council's preferred approach was to make a conscious policy decision to 

encourage growth in the Plan area.   This was considered desirable for the following reasons: 

• To help retain population particularly in the younger age groups; 

• To attract inward migration and its economic benefits; 

• To provide flexibility in where development can happen, and improve the viability and likelihood 

of growth; and 

• To reduce the restrictions on land supply caused by the concentrated pattern of landownership 

within the Plan area and as a result of difficult physical conditions. 

1.4.6 These assumptions were considered reasonable as it was acknowledged that the West Highland 

and Islands LDP area is characterised by many barriers to development: a concentrated pattern of 

landownership; an additional layer of crofting tenure in some locations; high development costs due 

to physical, climatic and remoteness constraints; low private house-builder interest in the area, and 

little if any spare capacity in the infrastructure networks that support development. 

1.4.7 In terms of economic development and employment land, there were some conventional 

employment land allocations noted as being within the Plan area's main settlements but it was also 

acknowledged that there was a need for other strategic opportunities for business, tourism and 

industrial development outwith these settlements that should be identified. These included projects 

such as Nevis Forest & Mountain Resort, Inverlochy Castle Estate and Kishorn Yard (Wester 

Ross).   

1.4.8 The prominence of the Lochaber smelter and the opportunity it presented for further industrial 

growth was not more formally recognised until it was expressed by way of the ‘Fort William 2040’ 

initiative. 

Fort William 2040 (FW2040) 
 

1.4.9 As part of the future delivery of WestPlan, the FW2040 project is a key part of the Plan's Action 

Programme. This initiative is intended to help deliver a shared vision for the future of Fort William 

and Lochaber.  

1.4.10 In the context of Fort William (the second biggest settlement in Highland), reference is made to 

employers being situated where they have a competitive reason to be.  The example is given of the 

GFG Smelter which makes use of the steep slope to the Ben Nevis Massif and its wider links to 

deliver hydro power.  
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1.4.11 It adds that Fort William's industrial employers have good reason to remain where they are 

therefore the Plan should allow in situ expansion. 

1.4.12 New commercial expansion is identified at a small number of locations including the GFG Glen 

Nevis Business Park. 

1.4.13 FW2040 - is a collaborative process to coordinate and deliver a shared vision for the future of Fort 

William and Lochaber. This Vision and an accompanying Masterplan link to a Delivery Programme. 

These have been prepared with feedback gathered from consultation events held in 2018 which 

GFG participated in. This shared plan aims “to assist with working together on an ongoing basis to 

deliver the best possible outcomes for people and places in and around Fort William”. 

1.4.14 The FW2040 project is closely linked to WestPlan.   All of the projects shown on the FW2040 

Masterplan and listed in the FW2040 Delivery Programme are endorsed within WestPlan which will 

cross references to the FW2040 process.  

1.4.15 The Masterplan (illustrated below) shows the physical projects that are being progressed as part of 

FW2040 vision.  Each of the projects were recognised as being at differing stages of progress, and 

many will require further work to explore feasibility and funding to enable delivery, but they were all 

recognised by Highland Council as having a degree of commitment that made them worthy of 

inclusion and further refinement.  The FW2040 projects include “Smelter Site Expansion – Alloy 

Wheel Plant and related employment” 

1.4.16 It is intended that the FW2040 Masterplan and Delivery Programme be “live” documents reviewed 

regularly and updated on at least an annual basis as new projects emerge, commitments are 

firmed up and as projects are completed and removed from the plan and list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extract Overview Masterplan from FW2040 



 

 

Representation to NPF4 ‘Call for Ideas’                                                                                                                                      GFG Alliance 

 

COPYRIGHT © David Bell Planning Ltd 9 

 

1.4.17 Therefore in terms of the Development Plan context, the Smelter site is recognised as the largest 

allocation for development in FW2040 within Fort William – for additional industrial development. 

1.4.18 The project schedule from FW2040 shown below, indicates that the Smelter Expansion would 

deliver against ‘Growing Communities’ and ‘Employment’ outcomes, with key parties being Liberty 

Group, THC, the Scottish Government and Highlands and Islands Enterprise. A key driver for 

“making it happen” is “renewable energy”.  

1.5 Proposed National Development 

1.5.1 The proposed ND comprises a package of inter-related and synergistic developments centred 

around: 

• Downstream Lochaber Smelter works / industrial expansion; and 

• Rural Estate Regeneration and Renewable Energy Supply. 

Background / Current Position - Smelter Downstream Works 
 

1.5.2 In September 2016, GFG Alliance completed a £330 million deal with Rio Tinto to acquire Britain’s 

last remaining aluminium Smelter at Fort William, Lochaber, together with the hydro-electric 

generating stations at Fort William and Kinlochleven and associated 114,000 acres of estate 

landholdings.    

1.5.3 The acquisition by GFG Alliance has been progressed with a view to operating the aluminium 

smelter, utilising available renewable power, and investing significantly to develop additional 

downstream industrial processes.  

1.5.4 Primarily to safeguard the existing workforce at the Smelter, the objectives of the downstream 

works at the Lochaber smelter site also include: 

• maximising the use of molten aluminium coming from the smelter and thereby maximise 

profitability; 

• utilising available renewable power resource to provide value add product for UK 

manufacturing, principally motor vehicle industries; and  

• minimising reliance on overseas supply chains to support the vehicle manufacturing industry in 

the UK, especially post Brexit.   

1.5.5 The merits of the downstream works and its potential are acknowledged in The Highland Council’s 

‘2040 Vision’ for Fort William and Lochaber.  

1.5.6 While planning permission was granted for an Alloy Wheel Plan in February 2018, there is a need 

for a different downstream economic activity - which will need consent in the future, co-located with 

the Smelter.  This is further explained below. 

Requirements – Smelter Downstream Works 
 

1.5.7 GFG is therefore currently exploring a number of downstream works at the site however there are 

several factors (set out below) which need to be taken into account to ensure the ongoing 

operation of the smelter and viability of future developments. The Lochaber smelter is engrained in 

the area’s heritage and GFG’s investment is vital to ensure its future.  

• Infrastructure - GFG relies upon being able to distribute products, especially with regards to the 

motor vehicle industries which are predominantly based in England. Therefore, significant 

investment in water, rail and particularly road infrastructure is required.  This is recognised in 

the 2040 Vision.  

• Depopulation - any forthcoming downstream works will create employment and training 

opportunities, however, with depopulation continuing in the area (especially in terms of young 

people), new people need to be encouraged to move to the area to meet the demand and 



 

 

Representation to NPF4 ‘Call for Ideas’                                                                                                                                      GFG Alliance 

 

COPYRIGHT © David Bell Planning Ltd 10 

 

whilst avoiding impacting existing businesses. Considering the nature of the downstream 

works, it is likely new employees would be younger on average than those currently employed 

in Lochaber. Accordingly, the planning system and investment is required to improve and 

support local/community facilities, services and recreation to help attract people to live in, work 

in and visit Lochaber. 

• Housing - the availability of quality housing will be an additional requirement for people moving 

to Fort William therefore the planning system and investment should support unlocking 

opportunities for the delivery of such accommodation in urban and rural locations.  

• Renewable Energy - the very principle of developing downstream works is predicated on the 

supply of renewable energy from two neighbouring hydro-electric stations and a complex of on-

site bio-diesel units. This combination of renewable energy sources makes the existing smelter 

one of the greenest metal production plants in Scotland. Accordingly, ongoing recognition of the 

importance of renewable energy is required.  

1.5.8 These factors are not only relevant to the smelter but are integral to the growth and success of the 

region. 

Background / Current Position – Estate Regeneration & Renewable Energy Supply 
 

1.5.9 When the three Estates and wider Rio Tinto landholding was acquired in 2016, It was clear that the 

Estates had lacked investment over many years and were in need of substantive sustainable 

regeneration. Reviews of the Estates undertaken immediately after the purchase identified that 

there was significant potential to create new ventures and to invest in the built and natural capital of 

the property.  The opportunity was identified to create an example of a modern Highland community 

life, helping to provide employment, housing, leisure and social activities within the context of wider 

communities in this part of Highland region. 

1.5.10 As noted, the Estates provides the energy catchment by way of hydro electric supply.  That is the 

catalyst for the estate ownership but is only one part of their overall remit.  The strategic goals of 

for the Estates are as follows: 

• The regeneration of the rural asset-based enterprises which can transform them into an 

economically sustainable entity by 2027. 

• To lead the GFG Alliance Carbon Neutral 2030 objective and implementing competent natural 

resource management decisions.  

• To facilitate sustainable community endeavours for the greater public good of our shared 

culture.  

• To enable economic prosperity internally and externally to underpin that shared culture. 

• To engage proactively with many stakeholders for positive collaborative outcomes.  

• To facilitate the reconnection of people and place through natural resource-based recreation, 

sustenance, employment and habitation. 

• To take active and holistic management decisions and to add value – no single outcome is 

considered in isolation.  

1.5.11 The Estates operate on the basis of five ‘core pillars’ as follows: 

• The natural environment and climate change.  

• Community and culture. 

• The built environment.  

• Economic enterprise.  

• Recreation.  
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Requirements – Estate Regeneration & Renewable Energy Supply 
 

1.5.12 The overall vision of for the Estates “is a beacon of inspiration for landscape-based asset 

management.  Driven by passion for achieving equality across the environment, the economy and 

the communities that comprise the landholding.  The Estates sustain: 

• Thriving and confident communities rooted in an inspiring landscape. 

• Stewardship of our assets for a viable present and a safeguarded future, mindful always of the 

past.  

• Adaptive and cohesive natural resource management within a changing climate.  

• Connectivity of stakeholders, creating opportunities and facilitating positive change.  

• A new approach to rural asset management which challenges anachronistic narratives.  

• A strong and participatory culture: our resources and communities feel alive and cherished”. 

1.5.13 A ‘whole estate approach’ is taken whereby the five pillars as described above are the core of GFG 

activity.  These five focus areas encompass an extensive range of development projects and 

initiatives, assets, enterprises as well as places and people.  

1.5.14 The overall strength of this approach is that each part helps to bind the whole and all component 

parts, though in themselves may seem small or non-viable in isolation, as part of an holistic asset 

management strategy they represent significant potential.  It is therefore considered that the 

potential provision of benefits for the environment, local communities and the economy of this part 

of Highland as well as for Highland region overall, is genuinely quite unprecedented in Scotland.   

1.5.15 Overall the landholding has the potential to be the ‘economic power house’ of Lochaber and is 

taking an approach where by the existing in hand enterprises are to be optimised and new 

enterprises scoped, appraised and implemented and a number of these will require planning 

permission.   

1.5.16 A copy of the Jahama Highland Estates1 ‘Vision Brochure’ is provided with this representation as a 

paper apart.  More detailed information in relation to the wide range of projects and initiatives within 

the landholding that it is considered, would benefit from the overall recognition as a PND can be 

provided to the Scottish Government as part of future dialogue beyond the submission of this 

representation. 

1.6 Contribution of proposed National Development to National Development Criteria & 

National Outcomes 

1.6.1 The Scottish Government Guidance sets out specific National Development assessment criteria 

and it is understood the Government will analyse all proposals put forward for National 

Development status in relation to the criteria – these are set out below with reference to how the 

proposed development is considered to contribute to each of these. 

1.6.2 The National Development assessment criteria are as follows: 

• Climate change; 

• People; 

• Inclusive Growth; 

• Place. 

1.6.3 Table 1 sets these out together with a response against each. 

 

 
1 Jahama Highland Estates (JHE) is a Division of GFG, comprising the three Estates of Glenshero, Mamore and 

Killiechonate. 
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Table 1: Proposed ND & High-Level Appraisal v ND Criteria 
 

ND Criteria Proposed National Development 

Climate Change The smelter is one of the greenest metal production plants in Scotland – 

powered by hydro and downstream works would seek to reinforce and 

capitalise upon this. 

 

The JHE landholding provides the energy catchment for the industrial and 
renewable energy activities.  The landholding has further potential for 
expansion of renewable energy development.   
 

People GFG is committed to investing in the local community by supporting local 

schools, sponsoring local organisations and sports teams, and improving 

community infrastructure. 

GFG seeks to elevate the Lochaber area by placing the well-being of local 
communities at its core.  The GFG community engagement project was one 
of the most extensive ever carried out in Scotland and is now constant and 
will continue to be carried out on this basis.  GFG engages with communities 
to connect people and place, facilitate participation and rebuild the bond 
between livelihoods and landscape and this is a fundamental principle that 
will be underpinning the advancement of various development projects 
across the landholding. 

 

As noted, retaining population is important and is a key principle rooted in the 

Development Plan – the population of the communities directly affected in 

this part of Highland will be Fort William, Kinlochleven, Spean Bridge and 

Laggan, which together amounts to a population of approximately 12,300.  

The PND would help attain this policy objective by contributing to a slowing 

and reversing of this trend. 

 

Inclusive Growth Future industrial / manufacturing development will safeguard the existing 

Lochaber smelter workforce and create new jobs which will contribute to 

sustainable economic growth. 

As part of the GFG community support objective, GFG seeks to work in 
partnership with local businesses, community groups, NGOs and other 
stakeholders to facilitate economic prosperity.  In GFG’s own enterprises 
GFG seeks to create permanent and seasonal employment opportunities and 
to assist with housing provision for staff.  
 
A key issue in the Fort William area is in relation to commercial property and 
land - there is steady demand, from local businesses, coupled with an 
absence of large-scale construction projects and the loss of stock through 
obsolescence, demolition and conversions to other uses has kept the 
market’s vacancy rate low over the past few years. There remain numerous 
requirements, but Fort William has suffered with a lack of good quality 
commercial stock and developable land. 
 
GFG will be able to provide much needed commercial opportunities to the 
market. In doing so they will help to offset the decline in current stock quality 
and satisfying outstanding commercial requirements – all of which will be 
complementary to supporting the continued growth of downstream industrial 
activity and infrastructure related to the Aluminium Smelter. 
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The emphasis of the National Performance Framework on sustainable and 
inclusive growth means that national policy must support competitiveness 
and inclusion. That would be expected to include realising the full potential of 
economic assets, including the renewable and natural resources of the West 
Highlands. Such an approach can mean that the area can become a net 
contributor to the national economy. 

 

Place future development would enhance the quality of the Lochaber smelter and 

the surrounding site by modernising facilities and any proposals would seek 

to protect and improve the biodiversity of the site.  

Where opportunities exist on GFG land, GFG will be an active and engaged 
partner rather than an ‘arm’s length’ landlord.  Where opportunities exist on 
other land GFG will support, guide and utilise their assets for the greater 
public good.  
 
GFG has a vast natural capital asset with substantial downstream provision 
of public goods including carbon sequestration.  
 
GFG works to balance the industrial focus, mitigating the wider environmental 

impact by investing in competent natural resource management and usage 

(including renewables) to meet sustainability objectives. 

 

1.6.4 The Guidance sets out that ideally, proposals should contribute to all four criteria in order to be 

considered as candidates for National Development status in draft NPF4.  It is noted that 

developments that only meet two or three criteria may still be considered to be of national 

significance and potentially suitably for designation, for example if they were to generate 

particularly significant benefits for one of the criteria.  It is also noted that all proposals for National 

Development status should be accompanied by an explanation of the contribution to each of the 

National Development criteria when submitted.   

1.6.5 Careful consideration has been given to how the proposed development would relate to the criteria 

and with specific emphasis on the contribution that could be made to each. 

1.6.6 As noted, a further important aspect of assessment of project relates to the extent to which 

National Development would make, or could make, a significant contribution to the Scottish 

Government's National Outcomes.  The National Outcomes are set within the Government's 

"National Performance Framework". 

1.6.7 In short, the National Performance Framework measures and reports on progress of Government 

in Scotland.  It sets out the Government's purpose which is stated as "to focus Government and 

public services on creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to 

flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth". 

1.6.8 There are 11 National Outcomes as follows: 

• Children and Young People; 

• Economy; 

• Fair Work and Business; 

• International; 

• Communities; 

• Education; 

• Health; 

• Poverty; 

• Culture; 
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• Environment; 

• Human Rights. 

1.6.9 The most relevant National Outcomes are considered to be those that relate to the economy, fair 

work and business, communities, culture and environment.  For the reasons set out above it is 

considered the proposed National Development would in particular, make an important contribution 

to these National Outcomes.  

1.7 Conclusions & Recommendations 

1.7.1 The Proposed National Development is a package of potential investment made up of inter-related 

and synergistic developments.  The various developments are fundamentally inter-related in that 

the landholding provides the energy catchment for the industrial and energy activity.  The industrial 

activity is underpinned by the renewable energy resource derived from the wider catchment and in 

turn its activity provides the opportunity for further large scale economic activity by way of future 

downstream works.  The wider GFG aspirations to be carbon neutral by 2030 and how this links to 

the Greensteel initiative has also been explained.   

1.7.2 Overall the GFG activity in Lochaber and indeed over a sub-region of Highland is unprecedented in 

terms of its scale and inter-relationship of the various component parts covering industrial activity 

through to fragile upland environment management and encompassing a wide range of settlement 

and population.   

1.7.3 It is clear from the evidence base for the statutory Development Plan and from the wider public 

engagement undertaken for the ‘Fort William 2040’ project, that there are endemic problem issues 

in this part of Highland such as population decline, lack of industrial and employment opportunity, 

issues with housing and commercial land availability.  Coupled with this range of issues is the 

increasing need to generate more renewable energy because of the pressing issue of the climate 

crisis.   This background and ‘need’ it is considered provides strong justification for recognition in 

NPF4 for the proposed National Development.   

1.7.4 Furthermore, careful consideration has been given to the specific ‘national development 

assessment criteria’ as well as the Government’s ‘national outcomes’ as set out in the National 

Performance Framework.  It is considered that the proposal demonstrates strong consistency with 

the criteria and would help to attain the various national outcomes referred to.   

1.7.5 It is acknowledged that the proposed developments are relatively complex and they clearly have a 

strong inter-related and inter-dependent nature.  In this regard some additional supporting 

information has been provided in the Appendices to this representation to further inform his 

understanding.   

1.7.6 It is also recommended that the GFG Alliance and its representatives have further dialogue with 

planning officials in the Scottish Government to further explore and clarify aspects of this 

submission.   

1.7.7 Finally, it is clear that as a result of the COVID-19 emergency that there is clearly going to be a 

considerable economic downturn which may last well into the medium term.  In this regard, 

achieving deliverability of ‘a more successful country with opportunities for all of Scotland to 

flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth’ becomes ever more important (as set out 

in the National Performance Framework).   

1.7.8 Moreover, the former NPF3 had a focus on national developments very much in the Central Belt 

and the East Coast of Scotland and the proposals put forward provide an opportunity to recognise 

the potential of this important and populous part of Highland - to be recognised as a key part of 

Scotland’s long term land use planning framework.  

 

 



 

 

Representation to NPF4 ‘Call for Ideas’                                                                                                                                      GFG Alliance 

 

COPYRIGHT © David Bell Planning Ltd 15 

 

1.7.9 In terms of inclusive growth, it is understood that it is meant in the sense of not creating inequality 

as the economy grows. In part that is about tackling poverty but there are also other dimensions – 

an important one being geographic. These investments can make a significant contribution to 

inclusive growth by providing an ‘engine of growth’, including hundreds of jobs, in high value added 

sectors, in part of Scotland that has suffered from long term population and economic decline.   
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