This overview provides an outline of
work to refresh the National
Planning Framework and produce
the NPF4.
The NPF4 is a long term spatial plan
to 2050 which will set out where
development and infrastructure is
needed to support sustainable and
inclusive growth.
The Programme for Government
notes that NPF4 will explore
planning options that radically
accelerate the reduction of carbon
emissions.
Collaboration is key to prepare the
NPF4. We welcome all contributions
and this overview guide provides
information about how you might
like to consider getting involved.
Further information is also available
at www.transformingplanning.scot

In considering the NPF4 there is an
opportunity to align with other
strategies, which include:
Programme for
Government

The Infrastructure Investment Plan,
National Transport Strategy and the
Strategic Transport Projects Review,
key economic development
proposals such as through City and
Regional Growth Deals, the Land
Use Strategy, Climate Change
Adaptation Programme, national
strategy for air quality, national
Marine Plan, a strategy to consider
the future of Housing to 2040, and
others.

NPF4

At present NP3 and Scottish
Planning Policy (SPP) set national
policy on Scottish planning
matters.
Once adopted, NPF4 will
incorporate SPP and will (along
with Local Development Plans)
form part of the Development
Plan. This will have a bearing on
planning decision-making.
NPF4 will provide the spatial and
policy context to help support a
plan-led system that provides
certainty and stimulates
confidence.
There is currently an opportunity
to help shape and inform the
preparation of NPF4.

NPF3

NPF4 will be outcomes focused
and help to deliver against
Scotland's National Performance
Framework.
Parliament has also asked that
specific attention is given to six
particular outcomes:
• Carbon reduction
• Housing, particularly for the
elderly and disabled
• Health & Wellbeing
• Equalities & Diversity
• Bio-diversity
• Re-population of rural areas

Updated Scottish Planning Policy
will contain a suite of
considerations. Current thinking is
that policy areas may be grouped
around three broad themes of
People, Work and Place.

NPF4, with the incorporated SPP,
will set out policies to help address
the climate challenge.
Further background information
about Scottish Planning Policy is
available in the Resources section at
www.transformingplanning.scot

The NPF4 will take account of
Regional Spatial Strategies (RSS)
which are long term spatial
strategies prepared by local
planning authorities in
collaboration with neighbouring
authorities as appropriate.
In producing RSS there may be
scope to take account of (and
potentially integrate with) other
emerging initiatives such as: City
and Regional Growth Deals, the
Strategic Transport Projects Review,
the Infrastructure Investment Plan,
etc.
Until such time as the statutory
duty to produce RSS has been fully
enacted, there is an opportunity for
early thinking on indicative RSS to
help inform NPF4, so that strategic
priorities can be built into the
emerging statutory development
plan.

The current NPF3 notes 14 National
Developments. As part of the
review of the National Planning
Framework there will be scope to
consider what projects and
proposals may eventually become
eligible to be identified as National
Developments in NPF4.

Work to prepare the NPF4 has
started and more information about
the early engagement programme is
available at
www.transformingplanning.scot.
Throughout January to March we
are calling for ideas to help inform
the preparation of NPF4. As part of
this we are holding a series of
events around the country.
There will be an opportunity to
formally consult on a draft NPF4
once it is available in autumn 2020.

1.What development will we need to address
climate change?
2.How can planning best support our quality of life,
health and wellbeing in the future?
3.What does planning need to do to enable an
economy that benefits everyone?
4.How can planning improve, protect and
strengthen the special character of our places?
5.What infrastructure do we need to plan and build
to realise our long term aspirations?

You can contribute to the
preparation of the NPF4 in different
ways… You might want to attend
one of our events or to organise
your own?
You could make use of this overview
and/or any of the other resources
available on our webpage
www.transformingplanning.scot.
To help provide ideas we would like
you to consider 5 key prompts.
There are different ways to let us
have thoughts and comments:
• Write to us at scotplan@gov.scot
• Meet with us at one of our events
• Send us a postcard about the kind
of place Scotland 2050 should be
• Use the doodle map to draw
where things should happen

NPF4 will be subject to a number of
impact assessments. We will ensure
that key stakeholders and the public
are properly consulted at key stages
in the process and that a statement
on how these assessments have
affected the development of the
policy is included with the final
Framework.
More information, including an
easy-read guide, is available at
www.transformingplanning.scot.

This is an exciting time to help
shape the future of Scotland’s
planning system.
We hope you will take the
opportunity to give us your ideas
and we look forward to hearing
from you.

