Community Engagement
Collaboration not conflict
Graham Robinson

Legislation, Policy and Practice
Four areas to cover

(1) Guidance on Effective Community Engagement in Local
Development Plans
(2) Guidance on the promotion and use of mediation in planning
(3) Regulations and Guidance on Local Place Plans

(4) Changes to pre-application consultation with local
communities in relation to major developments

Legislation, Policy and Practice

Guidance on Effective Community Engagement in
Local Development Plans

Discussion

Does the paper have the right questions we need to
answer?

What are the groups initial thoughts?

Local development plans: process
• Invitation to prepare local place plans
• Take into account NPF, LOIP, registered local place plans
• Facilitate participation of children and young people
• Evidence report
• Consult on evidence report (key agencies, children and young people)
• Address matters listed under 15(5)
+ Summary of action on adaptation of housing
+ Summary of action on Gypsy / Traveller accommodation
+ Local place plan invitation
+ Steps taken to engage groups & how taken into account
• Must be approved by full council

• Examination of evidence report
• Assessment report
• Procedures (regulations)
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Local Development Plan
• Evidence Report (Gatecheck)
(subject to consultation), approve and submit to SM
• If satisfactory proceed to prepare LDP
• If unsatisfactory DPEA prepare ‘Assessment Report’
and recommendations, PA revise ER and resubmit
• Publish proposed LDP and ER, consult
• If modify proposed LDP, republish or submit for
examination with Participation Statement, Proposed
Delivery Programme & modifications (Schedule 4s).
• Extra Examination options – return or revise
• Plan adopted by Council
• Are to ‘take into account’ NPF & reg LPPs
• ‘targets for meeting the housing needs of people
living in the part of the district to which it relates’
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Legislation, Policy and Practice

Guidance on the promotion and use of mediation
in planning

What does the legislation say?
• Prepare guidance in relation to the promotion and
use of mediation by July 2021
• Mediation - any means of exploring, resolving or
reducing disagreement between persons involving an
impartial person that the Scottish Ministers consider
appropriate
• Circumstances – Development Planning, PAC,
Development Management, Other Matters?

Discussion

Does the paper have the right questions we need to
answer?

What are the groups initial thoughts?

Legislation, Policy and Practice

Regulations and Guidance on Local Place Plans

What does the legislation say?
• A community body may prepare a local place plan
• A local place plan is a proposal as to the development
or use of land
• Once prepared and registered, it is to be taken into
account when a local development plan is being
prepared

Local Place Plans
Stage 1 –
do the ground work

Engagement
in LDP
preparation
by
communities

PA issues
invitation to
prepare an
LPP
PA invitation includes
timescales and support
available

Opportunity for
wider community to
frame strategic
elements of the LDP
and LOIP

Opportunity for
community capacity
building
Working together to
support LDP
identifying where
LPPs could most
usefully be prepared

The spatial expression of
a community’s view
for its future development

Stage 2 –
get the ball rolling

Convene the
Local
Community
Body

Preplanning

Scope / purpose of the LPP?
1. Act as a community vision for its future
development
2. Strengthen inclusive growth
3. Contribute to the positive development of an
area
CB to consider
1. what hopes to achieve / scope of the plan (see
below)
2. the area to be covered by the plan
3. evidence base from the LDP / LOIP preparation
4. need for more evidence and how to obtain it
5. how to engage with its community – and other
key stakeholders
6. necessary resources (financial / capacity) inc.
those indicated by the PA and how to draw them in
7. Timeframe as set out by the PA
8. ensuring compliance with any legal requirements
including on engagement
9. how to deliver the plan outputs
10. how to include locally significant places
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Embrace
• Have regard to the NPF and LDP
• Generally in line with the LDP – and therefore with national policy.
Set out reasons why the LDP needs to be amended
• Recognises community planning aspirations through the LOIP and
any Locality Plan
• Plans and policies which support the themes of local / national /
European policy
• Policies which support inclusive growth and local initiatives for the
promotion of active travel, green infrastructure, climate change
adaptation, community food growing
Avoid where possible
• Plans and policies which contradict local spatial strategies and
national policy
• Negative impacts on national developments
• Issues more appropriately handled at a strategic level – large scale
waste / energy / minerals developments / transport infrastructure
• Content that not land use planning related – though may fall out
from consultations

Local Place Plans
Stage 4 –
submit the
plan
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Assess whether document
received is LPP in statutory
terms
If so, place on register.
Advise CB.
If not, PA advises CB,
setting out reasons
Opportunity to re-submit
PA to maintain a publically
available map of LPPs.

Take into account as part of
evidence base for new LDP
preparation
Where considering an LDP
amendment, take into
account any LPP. Can act as
prompt for update.

Discussion

Does the paper have the right questions we need to
answer?

What are the groups initial thoughts?

Legislation, Policy and Practice

Changes to pre-application consultation with
local communities in relation to major
developments

Reminder of current requirements
• Community consultation on major and national
developments
• Developer to submit a Proposal of Application Notice
• May not submit an application for 12 weeks
• Minimum consultation requirements – consult
community council, public notice, public event
• Pre-application consultation report

Changes proposed
• Community consultation on major and national developments
• Developer to submit a Proposal of Application Notice
• May not submit an application for 12 weeks, lasts for 18
months
• Minimum consultation requirements – consult community
council, public notice, public event, a second public event (to
provide for feedback)
• Pre-application consultation report – form and content in
regulations
• Minor changes (being considered initially by DM work group)

Discussion

Does the paper have the right questions we need to
answer?

What are the groups initial thoughts?

Discussion on Next Steps

Are the group content with the suggested work
programme?

What are the groups initial thoughts?

